
Dear HRMS Families, 

 This edition of the HRMS News has information on locker and medicine distribution, student 

workload concerns, grades for Quarter 3, iPad help and information, new specialist classes, and 

how to schedule a counselor appointment with Ms. Wish and Ms. Grace. 

 Locker/Medicine Pick-up Day 

 HRMS is emptying student lockers and placing contents into bags this week. Both gym and 

building locker contents are being bagged.  We are asking families to mark your calendars for 

Tuesday, April 21 as the pick-up day.  We will also distribute prescription and over-the-counter 

medicines that are left at the school on the same day.  Families who pick-up a paper learning 

packet can do all three on Tuesday, April 21.  We are working through some interesting problems 

(middle school is never boring!) including how to handle students who officially (and unofficially) 

share lockers!  Times and more information will be communicated prior to the pick-up day.  

 Student Work Load 

 We were given the following recommendations for student work load by the State of 

Oregon:  Students should have no more than 3 hours of “screen time” (direct instruction) and no 

more than 2 hours of   “practice time” (homework that includes math, reading, and writing) for the 

“average” student per day of school.  I have received a number of concerns from families that their 

children are being overwhelmed with work.  As you can imagine, determining how much time a 

task will take the average student is very difficult for a teacher in a remote location.  It is my 

intention that we do not exceed these recommendations.  I am asking a number of families to 

report to me at the end of this week with the time required for their children to complete their 

learning at home.  We will be actively monitoring this situation and implementing adjustments as 

we learn. 

 Grades and Grading 

 The school closure and supplementary learning week has significantly impacted our ability to 

accurately assess a student’s grade in class.  The closure happened just after the half-way mark in 

Quarter 3.  The ability for students to make-up work, retake tests, and ask for direct help from 

teachers was compromised.  Administration and teachers at our district office, Wy’east, and HRMS 

got together and reviewed information produced by the State and decided to change our grading 

scale to Pass/Incomplete for the Quarter 3.  Our Trimester 2 was almost completed and these 

teachers will issue letter grades.  We are awaiting further guidance from the State of Oregon for 

grading for Quarter 4.  This will not affect student course placement at HRVHS.  Please stay tuned 

as we learn more from the State of Oregon. 

  

 



 

Google Docs 

I have heard from some of our 8th Graders about how the move away from Apps on the iPads has 

created more stress.  Change is hard and we have had a whole lot of that going on lately. Our 

technology folks let me know that we gain several things with the new way the Google platform is 

presented: 

 -The apps take up a lot of space on the iPads and are constantly being updated requiring many 

large downloads that consume network traffic and cause the iPad to install large updates. 

 -The browser is already on the iPad and the new change takes advantage of updates happening 

on Google servers without the user requiring to implement as many steps. 

 -The transition between components (classroom to docs, docs to drive, classroom to drive, etc.) is 

smoother because it is all happening in the browser. 

 -There are more features available in the web interface versus a limited app that was designed for 

phones. 

 iPad Fix 

 There is a new update on the student iPads. It will fix many issues that may be causing problems 

with google Classroom, Notability, and other apps. Some students have already updated their 

iPad.  Please ask your student if they have done this simple fix. 

Students should check for updates once a week or when something “glitchy” occurs.  It is also very 

important for students to "swipe out of" all open apps, "Power Off" iPads, and leave the devices off 

for a full minute before restarting once a week. This will prevent many problems with the iPads! 

 New Specialist Term 

 Please ask your students to check their email and log into their new specialist Google classes.  The 

kids have to add these classes to their Google Classroom. 

 Counselor Appointments 

 Please follow the link below to schedule an appointment with Ms. Wish or Ms. Grace! 

7th & 8th grade Families: 

To schedule a virtual meeting with Ms. Wish, please go to: 

https://calendly.com/lisa-wish 

https://calendly.com/lisa-wish


  

6th Grade Families: 

 To schedule a virtual meeting with Ms. Grace please go to: 

https://calendly.com/grace-parson 

   

Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, or words of praise for the people or 

programs of Hood River Middle School (distance learning style).  I hope you are safe, well, and 

enjoying all of this beautiful weather! 

  

Brent  

  

Brent M. Emmons 

Principal 

Hood River Middle School 

  

Smart is something you become…not something you are 

Inteligente es algo que te conviertes…no algo que eres 

 

https://calendly.com/grace-parson

