
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
April 24, 2013 – May Street Elementary School 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  
Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  
Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
BOARD MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:31 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board of Directors: Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr, Director 
Jeff Kopecky, Director James Sims, Director Bob Danko, Director Liz Whitmore and Ex-Officio 
Director Rob Brostoff.  
 
Absent: Director Mark Johnson. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Charlie Beck, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Human Resources 
Director Kevin Noreen, Director of Instruction Penny Grotting, Community Education Director 
John Rust, Transportation Manager Cindy Sim, and Technology Director Tod Hilstad. 
 
Absent:  Director of Special Education Anne Carloss. 
 
Principals and Vice Principals: Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen Neitzel, May 
Street Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard, Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis 
McCauley, Westside Elementary School Principal Bill Newton, Cascade Locks/Parkdale 
Elementary School Principal Kim Vogel, Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey, 
Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons, Wy’east Middle School Vice Principal 
Patricia Cooper, and Hood River Middle School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg. 
 
Staff and Community Members: Jane Osborne, Dan Goldman, Soleil Pelletier, Hannah Ryhlick, 
Brad Ryhlick, Pam Starling, Miles Lee, Cael Price, Sydney Campbell, Serene Pelletier, Rich 
Martin, Dog Geary, Daphne Campbell, Brenda Woody, Rodney Hasty, Mary Reynolds, Ruben 
Blaine, Doug Adams, Kathryn McElwee, Connor McElwee, Mateo Campos Davis, Toni Casey, 
Olivia Casey, Indigo Caudill, Kim Yasui, Sarah Kellems, Shannon Southall, Rob Hegemann, 
Luke Hegemann, Keeley Brownback, Brooklyn Williams, Tanner Brownback, Kate Dougherty, 
Greta Dayley, Keagan Dayley, Kelvin Calkins, Jess Caudill, Jen Kelly, Abby Kelly, Anne 
Zuehlke, Gretchen von Lubken, Jeannie Chance, Diane Varga, Rob Varga, Karen Myers, 
Sabrina McCormack, Michelle Foster Smith, Peter South, Kathy Hannen Smith, Wanda 
Vanderwillie, Debi Gallagher, Janene Sumerfield, AnneMarie Untalan, Michelle Redmond, 
Alison Schofield, Amalie Shaner, Jason Shaner, Lindsey Rosselle, Ldee Lorengel, Tim 
Counihan, Eric Cohn Bill Sumerfield, Brian Marcraft, Nancy Waller, Shannon Perry, Yvonne 
Arbogast, Janice Webber, Cindy Beth, Rebecca Chown, Larry Wyatt, Kirby Neumann-Rae, John 
Vann, Callie Zuercher, Darla Kroll, Debbie Eaves, and Board Administrative Assistant Terri 
Martz. 
 
WELCOME: 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board 
of Directors meeting. 
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PRESENTATIONS:   
 

• May Street Elementary School – Principal Kelly Beard 
• Music teacher Larry Wyatt and the May Street Elementary School Ukestra  
• Introduction of Dan Goldman – Superintendent of Hood River County School District 

effective July 1, 2013 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
Rich Martin:  “I am a pediatrician here in the area.  I know many of you from either the hospital 
or medical capacity or from being involved in the schools.  I promise not to be repetitive because 
I don’t think anyone else is doing what I wanted to introduce you to today.  I spoke with the 
Head Start group about this yesterday and received a warm reception.  What our office is doing 
in extending our services this year, is over the next year, we are going to be offering essential 
urgent care for kids in schools and around the area.  This is really a big thing for parents who 
especially in a rural area may have to travel far distances to go back and forth from work 
especially when they brought their kid to work or to daycare or school, and their kid is sick and 
they find out their kid needs to be picked up.  I previewed Charlie earlier this year about this, but 
now we are ready to roll this out to a number of schools and daycare centers to let them know 
what we are talking about.  Essentially, it is a way to connect my specialty and staff to those 
schools and daycares and to use a combination of on-site care.  This is some pretty high tech 
medicine work.  I have the fortune of being connected friendship wise and had my medical 
training with the person that set up OHSU and Providence here locally with their tele-medicine 
equipment.  He is a friend of mine through training, so he gives me my advice for free.  It is a 
great way to introduce this into our community.  Very few communities around the country have 
this resource and it is a way for parents to not have to take their child out of school, to make an 
appointment with their doctor, to take their kid to the doctor, make a diagnosis and eventually 
get treated perhaps the next day.  The offices in town are unable to get the kids in the same day 
sometimes when they are sick and so we want to make sure we fix that.  A child could again be 
seen on-site.  Their normal insurance, whatever they have is billed with consent from the 
parents.  It may result in many kids not having to leave school for the day, resulting in far fewer 
absences and far fewer absences for parents at work.  Prescriptions if needed can be sent 
directly to a pharmacy so parents can again, will have the convenience of just picking that up on 
the way home from work instead of having to come get their kid.  I know that there is some 
interest in school health locally and I just want to say I appreciate that and have been working 
with that.  This is a way to supersede that with more current technology and also keeps the 
school out of the business of having to do grants and work with personnel and site requirements 
for school clinics.  It is a way to do a more modern approach to that and it is something that is 
unique even nationwide.  I would be happy to entertain questions at some point or come back 
and give more information to the Board”. 
 
Mary Reynolds: “Hello, I want to introduce myself.  I am Mary Reynolds and I running as a write-
in candidate for the Hood River School Board in Zone 6.  So, I wanted to introduce myself and 
let you know that you will be hearing more about that.  I am a teacher at North Wasco School 
District.  I have been teaching for 23 years.  I am currently a kindergarten teacher.  I am really a 
strong advocate for children and the schools and educational system and look forward to this 
opportunity to be elected as part of your school board”. 
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Sabrina McCormack: “I am sure you guys all got my letter.  I have heard from a few of you.  
Basically I am here to talk about the proposed boundary change from Portland Drive to Barrett 
which effects mostly the Hood River Middle School.  I have a 4th grade daughter who attends 
May Street and thought that she was going to be going to Hood River Middle School and this 
boundary change will put her at Wy’east with virtually no one that she knows.  If the numbers 
made sense, I couldn’t argue it.  I would just have to say ok, you are going to Wy’east and that 
is ok.  The thing is, that in looking at the numbers and getting numbers from the Westside 
principal, it doesn’t make sense to move just about ten kids literally from the 5th grade class and 
to pluck them out of Westside and put them into Wy’east Middle School when they are on the 
road with the rest of their peers to Hood River Middle School.  Currently the 5th grade class in 
Hood River County District has approximately 300 students.  In that grade, you are proposing to 
move 22.  Out of that, 12 students are from Cascade Locks and the other ten are from 
Westside.  That is this year, and next year it is supposedly ten, the next year after that it is nine 
and it continues to drop.  The reason why this drops, is because we are in a no growth zone.  
So basically, the area between Portland and Barrett in order to build on there, you have to have 
at least 2.5 acres.  It is primarily used for agriculture.  There is not going to be any growth.  You 
are going to see these numbers dwindle.  My question to you, is does it make sense when it 
gets down to five or four or three students, to move them out from their peer groups and move 
them to a middle school where they may not know very many kids.  This is especially during a 
very vulnerable time.  I don’t know if you can remember middle school, for me it was a trying 
time and it wasn’t very pleasant.  I was already insecure and I believe that the insecurities would 
increase greatly if you do this.  It doesn’t help anybody to move any of these kids out of their so-
called comfort zone.  My suggestions were if you read my letter, was maybe to do a revised 
option where you would separate K-2 at May Street, and maybe 3-6, thus alleviating the over-
crowding in the middle school.  There would only be 7th and 8th there.  Now this take a lot of time 
and effort to plan so maybe delay your decision or maybe make the decision to implement this 
not next year, but the year after.  Another suggestion would be to make Wy’east Middle School 
a magnet school. I know I would definitely take my daughter and put her in Wy’east if you have 
a matching science focused curriculum.  But then, she would also have tons of other kids with 
her from her peer group.  Using the portables to accommodate for bubbles from Westside to 
Hood River Middle School would work.  Moving the boundaries so it includes a lot more children 
because the thing is that in looking at your numbers, it is not going to, in a few years we are 
going to have to re-visit this.  It is going to be back to being over-capacity, over the optimal 
enrollment numbers as you say and it just doesn’t make any sense to me. I would like the Board 
to make a decision on something that is long-term rather than a short-term band-aide”. 
 
Bill Sumerfield: “I live at 3890 Hayes Drive.  I have a daughter, Olivia that will be affected by 
those boundary changes.  I said most of what I wanted to say to you in the letter that went to 
each of you and I appreciate you taking the time to read it.  The last speaker I think really hit the 
nail on the head which alluded to the real core problem which is Oregon’s land use planning that 
we have.  What we are trying to do, is avoid sprawl and force people to intensify development in 
areas that are open and that is exactly what is happening. It is an applaudable goal and it is part 
of what makes Hood River why we want to live here.  I think that is going to require longer term 
planning on your part rather than simply moving a kid or a few kids here and there.  My current 
pie in the sky goal would be to buy the Duckwall packing plant up by the high school and build a 
middle school there and we could have a big campus.  Those are the kinds of things that I would 
like to see explored and I think those are the kinds of things that create longer term solutions 
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that you’re going to need to look at, because I don’t think these short term population shifts are 
going to be positive for a lasting change”. 
 
Eric Cohn: “I have two kids in the school district as many of you know.  Inside joke, I don’t have 
any cheese so you don’t have to worry about that.  I am going to speak to you both as a parent 
and as a teacher which is a little disingenuous because I am both.  I think I am going to wear 
both hats and I think I am going to put each hat on as it suits my needs.  The first will be a 
teacher hat.  It was either 1988 or 1989, I don’t remember when I was at Wy’east and it was my 
first year teaching.  This is a true story.  I needed a three hole punch.  I went to the office and it 
was Geri Hutson and Chris Weseman and Harvey Hazen and I said I need a three hole punch.   
Geri told me ok, you need to fill out a requisition so I filled it out and gave it to Geri.  I said, ok, 
where is my three hole punch?  She said oh no, that needs to get approved by Harvey the 
principal.  So I went to Harvey and Harvey signed it and I said great, where is my three hole 
punch?  Then it proceeded to go to the District Office.  Three weeks later, I got it back and I was 
denied.  I didn’t get my three hole punch.  So I went to Hi-School Pharmacy and I bought it.  
That kind of financial over-sight I think was a little bit absurd.  There was no flexibility and there 
was no freedom and I didn’t get my three hole punch.  So fast forward to now, and I recall quite 
clearly a year and a half ago. I want to put my teacher hat on.  At my building, the 
superintendent came and said we are essentially going to take these financial worries off your 
hands.  It was my understanding that the entire budgeting process became very centralized.  
The idea was you teachers need to focus on teaching and that sounded great.  It really did.  It 
really sounded great.  $1.4 million dollars later, it is not sounding so great to me right now.  I am 
upset as a teacher and I am upset as a parent.  Honestly after reading the report there was no 
impropriety going on.  I mean I think some assumptions were made that turned out to be 
incorrect.  $1 .4 million is 4% of the budget.  These are all things that I think that are any 
reasonable person would say are actually within the constraints of what would be considered 
normal.  What I don’t find normal is the silence that has come from the District Office.  I have yet 
to see our leader, the highest paid person in the district, stand up and give an accounting of 
what happened and why it happened, what their role in this might have been, and what we are 
going to do about it moving forward.  As a parent and a taxpayer, I am angry and I have no faith 
in moving forward”. 
 
Kate Dougherty: “I am a parent of two elementary students here at May Street and of the 
boundary options that have been proposed, I did respond by the survey.  But given the chance 
to speak, I am.  The option that creates the two elementary schools with the K-2 and a 3-5 at 
different schools, from what I understood and was presented at the different meetings I 
attended, it was determined that this would solve many of the boundary issues.  It created a 
better environment for the teachers and it created a better environment for the students.  While 
there are many issues you have to look at through the boundary situations, I would like to 
encourage you, if it take a two year or four year plan, if it is better for students and teachers are 
for it, it looks like it is creating not just a win-win situation but a kid benefit, a teacher benefit, the 
Board benefit, a budget benefit so I hope that you can really explore that option.  I know my first 
time hearing that option, I thought it was crazy.  As I listened to what was explained, it definitely 
sounded like a very important option for our Board to explore”. 
 
Kirby Neumann-Rae: “I am going to change the subject somewhat.  I am with the Hood River 
County SMART Reading program.  SMART stands for Start Making a Reader Today.  I want to 
invite everybody in the room and even those that are not here, to an event Friday night which is 
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the annual “Tongue Twister” event and is a benefit for SMART.  Our defending champion is in 
the room, Kim Vogel from Parkdale and Cascade Locks Schools and nine other members of the 
community.  Some members of the Board turned me down, Bob and were invited to compete.  It 
is a freestyle event where contestants recite tongue twisters and there is an open mic 
opportunity for people as well.  They pay $5 and try a tongue twister for some really cool prizes.  
I have gone up and down the streets for some really nice prizes from numerous businesses and 
they have all come forward with things.  All of the money that people donate in one way or 
another goes to the SMART program.  Friday night, 7 p.m. at Hood River Middle School. I invite 
all of you to come.  It should be a lot of fun”  
 
Kelvin Calkins: “A quick one on the boundary.  While I have great respect for Kate, I am not sure 
everyone would agree on all of those benefits.  I think there is more exploration before we went 
to the elementary as described.  On the budget, you are going to get a proposal tonight.  It is the 
same one that I saw, I am going to ask you to take a much closer look at that.  In particular, I 
would ask you to take a look at consolidating the cabinet director positions.  I don’t want to see 
anyone lose their job, but seeing over seven more licensed staff on the chopping block and 
seven more classified and all of the cuts we have seen in the past years, I just can’t picture that.  
Those positions, the licensed positions in particular, they have direct contact with kids and when 
you have direct contact with kids, you can’t afford the loss of one more licensed positions, let 
alone seven.  So I ask you please, consider the consolidation in the cabinet”. 
 
Pam Starling: “I am a third grade teacher here at May Street School.  I would just like to speak 
up for Kelvin.  Kelvin does speak of the teachers in Hood River and I am kind of embarrassed 
that there aren’t more teachers here.  I have been to the last two and I am working hard at trying 
to show my support for Kelvin and I just want to encourage you to continue supporting teachers 
in this district”. 
 
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION ON BOUNDARY CHANGES: 
 
BOUNDARY QUESTIONS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 
 

1. What are school counselors/psychologist opinions on: 
• The plan itself? 
• Number of students involved? 
• Their plan for dealing with students? 
• Do plans exist for this type of thing? 
• Have they been getting ready for this? 
 
A: The district has not entered into discussion with the counselors or psychologists at 
this point.  As soon as the process is decided, the district will start that process. The 
topic did not come up in the committee meetings.   
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2. How is capacity determined at middle school level? 
 

A: Determined classrooms, small spaces, etc and then State standards are used for 
determining optimum capacity for each school. 
 

3. How was projected enrollment calculated? 
 
A. Calculated based on current students and moving current students up per grade.   

 
4. How is each year’s Kindergarten class size predicted? 

 
A: Projected by using five year averages.  
  

5. Do we have just one grade (7th) problem causing the high numbers at HRMS? 
 

A. There are six grade level teachers.  If there is 150 students per class, that equals 
25 students per class.  The problem at the middle school level is that everything is 
not equal.  Students that are more in need and not at benchmark are in lower 
number classrooms to provide more individual attention.  Advanced classes will 
have higher numbers.  There are currently no classes with 150 students at HRMS.  
The lowest class size is 175-180.  At 180 class size, that works out to be 30 
students per teacher.  There is currently one class that has 200 students with six 
teachers.   

 
6. How are students at HRMS being impacted by large numbers? 

 
A. That is really dependent upon the grade level.  Some class sizes are smaller and 

the student won’t notice while others are larger and one child may notice while 
another doesn’t. 

 
7. District projected enrollment in 2017-18 appears less than 2012-13 in both 

elementary and middle school.  Please provide total numbers. If projected enrollment 
is correct, is the problem more of not enough kids at Wy’east in the future to provide 
a quality education or an education equal to HRMS, rather than too many kids at 
HRMS? 

 
A. With adequate staffing, HRMS would be able to weather the large enrollment 

currently at HRMS.  If projections are correct HRMS will decrease after the next 
school year.  Don’t believe this is an issue that is about over-crowding, believe 
issue is about opportunities throughout district.  With HRMS size and diversity, can 
offer a diverse curriculum – the same opportunities would not be available at 
Wy’east.   
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8. If we have less kids in 5 years than we have now, is a new K-8 school a realistic 
option, recognizing the bond doesn’t cover yearly operational and staffing costs? 

 
A. Indicated growth will happen in the in-town schools.  HRMS and May Street have 

indicated “we can handle it”, but are over-capacity.  May Street has smallest 
footprint and the largest capacity.  Values of community will have to be taken into 
consideration on whether or not they believe any school operating over capacity is 
appropriate.  If the answer is no, you will have to shift students south or build 
capacity in the in-town schools.  The only way to do that is to expand which is a 
virtual impossibility at both HRMS and May Street, or come up with another facility.  
The difficulty in all projections is that there is not enough increase to warrant a new 
elementary school, nor a new middle school.  In looking forward, is there a 
compromise that would build capacity in town that would allow the over-filled 
schools the ability to settle back down below capacity and allow for growth in the 
future?  Committee solution other than moving families to schools that they didn’t 
want to move to, would be to build a K-8 with a capacity of 300 which would be 
150 elementary and 150 middle school students.   

 
9. Magnet school at Parkdale or Wy’east?  Nice but is it realistic? Cost Info? Time-line? 

Thoughts put into it? 
 

A. Generally is expensive.  There is a STEM program in the works right now at 
Wy’east with a focus on math/science/technology classes.  Initial plan is for 50 
students coming from each middle school.  Have heard all kinds of ideas for 
Parkdale and Cascade Locks.  STEM at Wy’east is OEIB and Legislature driven.  
Could happen at Wy’east as early as next year.  Any magnet program would have 
to be grant funded.  This would provide equity between both middle schools.  

 
10. Seems there wouldn’t be as much boundary adjustment push back if Wy’east were 

as “appealing” as HRMS.  Any thoughts on how to address that? 
 

A. Addressed with potential of STEM.  Wy’east is one of the top in the state in 
academic results.  The district is on track in both middle schools and they work 
closely together.  HRMS looks like a national park and Wy’east doesn’t.  Have to 
get under the surface to know that Wy’east is a class act school.  Looks are not 
important, but it is important to community.  The district would need to partner 
extensively with counselors to make sure students are comfortable in changing 
schools.  There are successful programs in place so students can successfully 
transition. 
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11. Was lightening the load at Mid Valley by shifting the Kindergarten or 5th grade to 
Wy’east thought through?  

 
A. Extensively discussed.  Next year’s projection at Wy’east is 450 students.  There 
are 92 5th graders are at Mid Valley next year.  If they were shifted, the 5th from Mid 
Valley to Wy’east next year, there would be 540 students with a capacity of 475.   

 
12. Was thought given to the rooms adjacent to the performing arts center at Wy’east 

being used a Kindergarten rooms? 
 

A.  This was not discussed.  All classroom spaces in the performing arts center are 
currently occupied by students all day. 

 
13. Please provide clarification on transfer policy. 

 
A. Transfers at HRMS and Wy’east are smaller numbers.  This is a significant issue 

between May Street and Westside.  In 08/09, May Street doors were opened to 
bring in students to balance enrollment.  Current district practice has been to open 
enrollment to balance enrollment.  Parents have been allowed to request a 
transfer to choose school of choice.  Principals use transfer policy to balance 
enrollment. Request is year to year, but practice has been to grandfather student 
in once they are in.  The district believes this practice needs to be reversed and to 
start denying transfers and adhere to policy.  Doing this would be a shock to 
community by not grandfathering.  Current transfer numbers are beginning to 
reduce due to last two years not allowing new transfers.  If Dos Mundos factor is 
removed, is there historically more interest in kids transferring to May Street or 
Westside?  Unknown, but perception is that there is more interest in May Street.  
Numbers however show this as equal.    

 
14. If a family "chooses" to move out of their current home school zone to another school 

zone is the district going to allow those students to stay at their former home school 
or require these families to enroll their children at their new home school zone? 

 
A. If a family moves and purchases a home outside of the attendance area in the 

middle of the year, they are allowed to stay the remainder of the school year.  
Starting the following year, the family is expected to enroll in new school.   

 
15. How do 5th and 6th grade teachers prepare for the academic and social student 

transition from the elementary to the middle school? Is the process and methodology 
the same between Mid-Valley/Parkdale to Wy’east and May St./Westside/Cascade 
Locks to HRMS? 
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A. WEB “Welcome Every Body” Day.  Leadership team including counselors and 
staff.  Visitation to elementary schools.  Students moving new to the district are 
contacted.   

 
16. Please clarify the recommendation for "grandfathered" siblings at May Street for 

those families impacted by the Westside/May Street boundary change. Is there a 
situation in which a younger sibling would be required to attend Westside, while the 
older sibling continues to attend May Street? 

 
A. Under the current recommendation from the Boundary Committee, that is exactly 

correct.  No transportation would be provided for students living outside of their 
attendance area.  Difference just means a slower drop.  Traditionally practice has 
been to allow siblings of current students to attend school of older siblings.  This 
recommendation is in fact changing that.  This allows current students to age in 
place but any in-coming family members would be required to go to home school.   

 

SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck presented the following information to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
 

• SMART Program – Start Making A Reader Today is hosting the annual Tongue Twister 
Tournament as described by Kirby Neumann-Rae earlier in the evening.  All are welcome 
to attend. 

• Hood River Valley High School State Speech and Debate Program received state 
awards.  Jack Patterson and Ty Bofferding, defending state champions in Public Forum 
and Debate took first place to retain their title, earning a return to nationals.   

• Hood River Valley High School Senior Adrianna Santillan received the incredible honor of 
becoming a Gates Scholar.  Her sisters Elvia and Lupe were also Gates Scholars. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk presented the minutes of the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors meeting as follows for approval: 
 

• Minutes of April 10, 2013 – No noted changes 
 

Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen presented the following personnel information to the 
Hood River County School District Board of Directors for approval: 
 

• Approve the request from Melissa Sady as teacher at Westside Elementary School for a 
one year leave of absence for the 2013/2014 school year; 

• Approve the request from Kyle Turner as teacher at Hood River Middle School for a one 
year leave of absence from the 2013/2014 school year; 
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• Approve the retirement of Annabelle Lavier as Special Education teacher at Hood River 
Valley High School effective the end of the 2012/2013 school year; 

• Approve the retirement of Nancy Maynard McLaughlin as teacher at Westside 
Elementary School effective the end of the 2012/2013 school year; 

• Approve the retirement of Duane McLaughlin as Custodian at Hood River Valley High 
School effective the end of the 2012/2013 school year; 

• Approve the resignation of Karen Neitzel as Principal at Hood River Valley High School 
effective June 28, 2013; 

• Approve the request to return as Credit Recovery teacher at HRVHS from retiring Rod 
Hasty for the remainder of the 2012/2013 school year; 

• Approve the request to return as PE teacher at Mid Valley/Parkdale Elementary School 
from retiring Fran Rabaliati for the remainder of the 2012/2013 school year. 
 

Consent Agenda Comments: 
 
Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen Neitzel – “Annabelle Lavier has been in 
education for 34 years doing everything from adult education to software development to 
working with some of our kids with special needs.  She has done a fantastic job.  I have worked 
with her for seven years at the high school and she has always seen a slightly different 
perspective on the best way to work with kids.   She is a phenomenal educator and we are 
going to miss her a great deal.  I know she is going to find something else to do with her time.  
She is very craft oriented and done lots of fun things. She makes her own yogurt and brings it in 
for us.  I know she will do a lot of fun things with the free time that she has and Brent knows her 
well since he got the yogurt machine”. 
 
Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen Neitzel – “Duane McLaughlin is not here.  He 
works the graveyard shift, so he is probably either still sleeping or just getting up is my guess.  
He worked with Catherine before he came to the high school and takes care of our locker rooms 
and I remember the first time he left the boys a note saying how grateful he was for them in 
keeping such a clean space for him.  He folded towels and they were really excited.  He is a 
great guy, always smiling and I know the students and other custodians appreciate all the work 
he has done for us.  We are really fortunate to have worked with him”. 
 
Westside Elementary School Principal Bill Newton – “Nancy Maynard McLaughlin has worked in 
the Hood River County School District for 34 years, 33 or those as a first grade teacher and one 
in the second grade, so she certainly has her heart in working with the first graders.  I would 
also say advocating for students to become really good readers.  One thing that I will note is that 
at one point in Nancy’s career, she took the time to travel to New Zealand just so she could 
learn a little bit more about how New Zealand educators really work to develop a literacy rich 
environment for their students.  That is something that I have always seen in Nancy and I wish 
her well in her retirement”. 
 
Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen - “Tonight we are also recognizing Karen Neitzel.  
Karen notified the district last week that she accepted a position as Dean of Students at the 
Iolani School in Hawaii for next year.  Karen was hired as the high school principal in the spring 
of 2008 and before that, she was a vice principal at the school.  This school district has greatly 



April 24, 2013 
 

 
 

11 

benefitted from her years of service.  She has helped develop our high school as one of the top 
performing high schools in the state”. 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck – “It has been a pleasure to work with Karen Neitzel over the last 
three years.  Karen is one of those unique individuals that really does get the most out of those 
around her.  She is driven, she is alternately been able to collaborate and at other times pushed 
me but she has truly kept the kids interested.  She has developed an incredible high school.  We 
had a wonderful tribute to her by one of her colleagues just a day or two ago that said watching 
her move from coming in as an assistant principal through being an exceptional principal now 
and moving on to a district leadership position has been wonderful and it truly has.  She has not 
only done great things with the high school which we can see by looking at the success 
statewide, but she has also been a mentor to fellow administrators and an inspiration to all of us.  
Thank you Karen and a much deserved opportunity to serve at another level”. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk – “Karen Neitzel, I just want you to know how much the Board 
has appreciated all that you have done for this district.  I know that I have had three girls who 
have gotten to know you working through the high school and you have really been an 
inspiration to that school.  I do remember when you first came and the last thing I want to say is 
I hope you have a guest house because we will all come visit you.  We really will miss you, so 
good luck”. 

 
It was moved by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Director Bob Danko to 
approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS:   
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors to approve the following donation on behalf of administrators and schools: 
 

• $50 worth of clothing for a Parkdale Elementary School family who lost their home 
to a fire from Vince and Cheri Girolami 

• Total Donation Value $50 
 

It was moved by Director Jeff Kopecky and seconded by Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr             
to approve the donation as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.  
 
POLICY #3130 BUDGET COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Finance Director Nick Hogan presented the first reading of Policy #3130 Budget Committee 
Appointments for consideration by the Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   
 
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS: 
 
Board Deliberations: 
 
Director Jeff Kopecky:  “You will see how complicated this is.  We have been working for this 
ever since I have been on the Board.  If you look back, every year we have had parents 
complain about too many kids in schools.  We have been trying to figure out make this equal.  
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That is really what we are trying to do, we are trying to make this better for kids and their 
instructors.  Every year, we try to get a solution for this.  Once again this year, we had folks 
come to us and say we too many kids in our classes.  We have even had teachers say they 
have too many kids in their classes.  So, one of the ways to do this, is just what we did.  We 
asked some folks to look at having under-utilized buildings, buildings that are under-capacity 
and buildings that are over-capacity.  This is where we are and we have some really smart folks 
looking at it.  We also have some exceptionally sharp folks that for as long as I have been on 
the Board, are well intentioned and they do everything we ask.  The building principals – yeah, I 
will squeeze a few more kids in.  Every year we hear the same thing.  I will do my best.  I think 
we are at that point where the bubble is about to burst.  People are saying fix it.  You have 
heard a lot of parents say and we have certainly seen a lot of letters, tell us that we haven’t 
found the perfect solution yet.  I believe that after listening to everybody.  We have some really 
smart people working on this with a lot of years of experience and are really wise.  They can do 
just about anything and they have been doing it on a shoestring for years and years.  We are 
learning that we need to change our paradigm and part of that paradigm is we can’t keep saying 
yes.  That is what Kelly told us tonight, that he and Bill are recommending that the paradigm has 
to change.  It is going to hurt with the changes in their paradigm.  That we are not going to allow 
schools to be over-capacity, because that leads to over-capacity in classes.  So how are we 
going to do that?  You heard a lot of really good questions tonight.  Not just from Board 
members, but from students and parents.  I think we are still learning.  I think the question that 
we have to ask ourselves is what have we learned?  I can only tell you what I have learned in 
almost eight years on the Board.  Part is that is the folks that are working really hard.  They have 
done everything we have ever given them and every request.  We are going to need to change 
the paradigm but I am not sure that we have settled on a specific paradigm.  I learned when we 
set up Dos Mundos that we had a really good draft plan, but the devil was in the details.  I heard 
tonight that we had draft plans again.  I think they are probably very good draft plans, but I don’t 
want to face the devil in the details again like we did with Dos Mundos.  My opinion at this time 
is that I want to wait until we have better plans with more details.  Everything from what is our 
plan with the psychologists and the counselors, we have a draft plan, but what are the specifics?  
Who is communicating this to the parents? Can we truly have a magnet school at Wy’east? That 
would be great, but is it going to be financially feasible and sustainable?  I think we have to look 
at those details.  Until I see a plan that has all of those details, I am going to ask to wait”. 
 
Director Liz Whitmore:  “I have given this issue a lot of thought as I know we all have, and have 
appreciated the work of the committee and data collected and all the work that group has put in.  
It is tough work.  I also want to thank all the community members that have reached out to us 
and provided us with very thoughtful and intelligent letters about their concerns.  Specifically 
when I look at the recommendations, I do think that it makes sense to revise the boundary line 
between Westside and May Street to include the end of May Street to Rand.  I am concerned 
about the specific details about the lack of grandfathering in terms of siblings that are currently 
attending May Street and Westside.  When I look at the proposed boundary change for the two 
middle schools, I am concerned about the equity there when we take 1% of our 5th grade 
students in the entire school district and give them a different dynamic the other 99%.  That 
equity concerns me.  It has nothing to do with any opinion of either school. I know that both 
schools are fantastic.  I know we need to change what is happening at both in order to have a 
long term solution.  I just agree with Jeff.  I am not sure this is the right solution.  I am in support 
of part of the recommendation, but not the full recommendation.” 
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Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr: “There are two options that we have been asked by the 
boundary committee to evaluate, think about and weigh the options about supporting or not 
supporting.  There have been many of you that are in the audience right now that I have met, 
spoken to on the phone or read your letters.  There have also been many sleepless nights 
where you wake up in the middle of the night because this has been weighing heavily on you.  
What is the right thing to do?  I feel like both of these and whatever we decide and however I 
vote, I am going to have people that are upset with me and people that are not going to be upset 
with me.  That is not my job as a board member alone.  We have to all come to a consensus on 
the big picture.  I don’t just represent the downtown area of May Street and Hood River Middle 
School.  I have a voice for the entire district.  I am going to wear the hat of a parent who has 
spent six years with my daughter at May Street.  A story that I have shared with a lot of people.  
Her kindergarten class started off with about 19 students.  When she started the 5th grade, there 
were three 5th grade classes there of 30, 30 and 29.  When she left last year to go to the middle 
school, her class was 29 students.  I watched from a first-hand experience, May Street grow and 
grow.  I do know that was as a result of the timing of Dos Mundos being started at Westside.  I 
also know that there are lots of opportunities where siblings could come in.  I have to share with 
you that this also made for this interesting diverse classroom of 29 or 30 students when my 
daughter left 5th grade.  What I am concerned about and this is something that I actually learned 
tonight in asking the questions, I am concerned about the kindergarten numbers that are coming 
in.  I am concerned about how that would keep stacking up and I have to say that I feel like the 
boundary for Option 1, I am good with that.  I am voting yes that I do support that 
recommendation.  Now I am going to go to middle school and some of you might not know this.  
I have a master degree in education in middle school education.  I have lots of experience in 
teaching middle school.  That is not necessarily where I am weighing a lot of my opinion in my 
decision in what to do with moving the boundary from Portland Drive to Barrett Drive.  I must say 
that we have to spend more time in looking at our middle schools.  I cannot support the 
recommendation in moving the boundary.  I think that there is a plan, a potential draft plan, for 
Wy’east for a STEM plan and I think that needs some due diligence from the staff and Board.  
We do have a new superintendent coming in that has a strong technology background who I 
think can really weigh in on this decision.  I am not comfortable with voting for Option 4 for 
moving the middle school boundary”. 
 
Ex-Officio Director Rob Brostoff:  “I would like to thank the boundary committee for all the work 
that they did.  It is not an easy task.  We have heard people coming in and expressing their 
feelings about moving their kids from school to school with various options.  We have received 
all kinds of letters.  Down in Cascade Locks where I come from, there is a great deal of concern.  
The high school was closed several years ago and the middle school and now we are talking 
about the 6th grade.  People are concerned about it being no longer viable to have a school 
down there.  Having said all that, there is no perfect plan.  You have heard everyone else on the 
Board saying they have reservations about this part or that part.  The one good thing about all of 
this is I don’t have to vote.  If I could vote, I would pretty much say what Jeff did. I would like to 
see more detail”. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk: “I really appreciate hearing from all of you.  I don’t want to be 
repetitive.  I am concerned about the middle school boundary change.  My concern is what has 
been stated by people many times in the audience as well as letters, is that the numbers are so 
small.  I feel like that is such a small group of kids that would get moved, that concerns me.  It 
also concerns me on the peer groups. I do know that kids are very resilient and would do well. I 
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know both schools know how to welcome kids in.  I think that transition between 5th and 6th 
grade would be really hard.  I have a hard time with that one and honestly don’t support that 
plan.  With that said, I just have to make one other comment.  Having three daughters with my 
youngest now in high school, those kids get to middle school, those kids are so happy.  I am 
sure that it is in any move, middle school is a great place in Hood River.  We have great middle 
schools. I still think that going into that would be really hard.  As far as the elementary, I would 
have a hard time not doing anything.  Honestly, I feel like right now we are at a stage where we 
need to make a decision. I am like Kateri when everybody says it is not going to be a perfect 
decision.  There are going to be people that question our decision and they are going to think 
that maybe we could have done more research.  Yes we could have and we could continue this 
for the next couple of years.  We need to in my opinion, I feel like I need to make the change.  
We need to deal with this issue.  I am in support of changing the elementary boundary line along 
Rand.  I think that May Street, when my kids were there, I spent 11 years at May Street.  When 
my kids were there, it changed and it fluctuated and there were large class sizes.  There were 
many class sizes of 28 or 29 and there were class sizes of 21.  It is just the nature of a district 
like Hood River.  I am concerned about the class sizes.  I really think that we do need to look at 
that line and work on the May Street line.  It is at the point right now where we need to make a 
change.  If we find out in three years that the change we made maybe wasn’t as much of a 
difference as we had anticipated, they are numbers.  We really don’t know these numbers.  
They are guesses.  We don’t know who is going to leave here and who is going to move into 
Hood River.  It is really hard as a Board member.  Boundary changes are emotional.  They are 
hard.  I do support making a change for next year.  The other part of that change that concerns 
me is the grandfathering.  With my mom hat, I did have kids at three different schools.  
Elementary, middle and high school.  But the idea of having two kids in different elementary 
schools, I think would be really hard. I would have a hard time with that.  I am open to what 
other people have to say about that. As far as my feelings on the middle school kids, I feel like 
the change for 15 students and the possibility of a STEM magnet school which is just so exciting 
– and even if that does come to fruition, we are still looking at options. We do need to increase 
the enrollment at Wy’east.  We do need to offer the same great programs.  It is a numbers issue 
it is no more than a number issue to me with the two middles schools and what we can provide”. 
 
Director Bob Danko:  “I agree with all my other Board members.   I think the middle school 
change isn’t ready yet.  I just heard about the STEM tonight.  I agree with a couple of the 
comments from Board members on the elementary recommendation.  That to me is logical.  It is 
long-term.  It makes sense when you look at the future.  I also question the change in 
grandfathering and think we may want to talk about that a little more tonight.  What I don’t want 
to happen is once we leave here tonight, is to put all our eggs in the STEM basket because it is 
not here yet. The same with Mid Valley but a little shift in the projection of Mid Valley which is 
bursting over the top and Parkdale is so small.  So don’t forget Parkdale.  It would be great to 
see if could do a STEM beginning at K in Parkdale”. 
 
Director James Sims:  “I have had a little bit of time to think about this going up and down the 
road and it kind of reminds me of an old country song – Everybody wants to go to heaven, but 
nobody wants to go now.  I have done a lot of thinking about this but first, I want to thank all of 
the people that wrote letters, phone conversations, and emails to us.  I think I said when this 
started that it was going to be emotional.  I was praying to God that July 1st would come before 
we had to encounter this.  But we are here.  I do want to say thank you to the committee that 
worked on it because I know it was a lot of work.  In the previous years I worked on the changes 
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from 20th to 22nd and that was a big move then.  I am not in favor of the middle school proposal 
right now.  I totally oppose it and I don’t think enough thought has been given to it and I think 
that one absolutely has to be put on hold.  The elementary situation I could live with the change 
to Rand Road.  It just seems like we are getting along ways out west but if that is what it takes to 
balance the levels.  I am against having families be at two elementary schools.  I don’t think that 
that is a good situation.  I know that will create a situation that is currently in our schools where 
we need parent involvement.  Parents are going to have to make decisions about where they 
are going to be involved and that is not fair to the parents and not in the best interest of the kids.  
So I would oppose dividing the families.  Other than that, I am with the rest of the Board.  I am 
fairly strong about the middle school boundary. I think you can see that from the Board.  So 
parents, thank you for the letters.  We did listen to you”. 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck: “Another proposal we talked about was moving the 6th grade class 
at Cascade Locks to Hood River Middle School.  We would like to keep that on the table”.   
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  “I would like to ask Brent Emmons about that.  I always 
thought it was strange that we didn’t move the 6th grade from Cascade Locks to Hood River 
Middle School.  It always felt to me like that group was at a disadvantage because they were 
going.  Can you explain to me the rationale then?” 
   
Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons:  “It was because of the current 7th grade 
class size that they were not brought in.  I think the intent all along was when we moved on with 
the large class, was that we were going to bring the 6th graders to Hood River Middle.  It really 
was because of the bubble year”. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk: “We have talked about how great WEB day is and to come as 
a 7th grader, to me it is awkward because then peer groups have been established”. 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck:  “If you recall, we also had a specific request from the Cascade 
Locks staff to allow that particular class to stay for another year.  That was last year”. 
 
Ex-Officio Director Rob Brostoff  “I understand the effect of having the small school down there.  
I also understand why the children were put up here originally.  In terms of the classes that they 
were able to take and the equity for them, it was important in terms of those kids getting a 
decent education to come up here.  We had kids who would attend school for half a day and 
then they would be out and were latch-key kids. Frankly, they would get into some mischief on 
occasion.  So I personally was happy to see that.  Having said that, I wasn’t real popular in 
Cascade Locks.  I think when you get done with all of this, you pretty much just have to do it.  
Then, wait and see what happens and monitor it and makes changes as you go along.  I really 
don’t see any other way that you could do this.  People have put a great deal of time and a great 
deal of effort into this and I think their efforts should be validated”. 
 
Director Bob Danko:  “Jeff, are you ok with the May Street/Westside Boundary changes?” 
 
Director Jeff Kopecky:  “I am stills struggling with a lot of unanswered questions.  I am going to 
refer back in the meeting when we had a parent who talked about the combined school of K-2 
and 3-5 and then we had our union representative for the licensed personnel say that was 
probably wasn’t what the licensed personnel would really appreciate.  He is their spokesperson. 
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So I think that there is a lot of creases to be ironed out on this sheet.  I absolutely couldn’t deal 
with the middle school portion of this because it doesn’t have enough details for me”. 
 
It was moved by Director Bob Danko and seconded by Director James Sims to approve the 
following changes effective the 2013/2014 school year.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 

• Approve moving the 6th grade from Cascade Locks School to Hood River Middle School  
• Approve the presented boundary change between Westside Elementary School and May 

Street Elementary School which expands the current boundary to include homes 
between Sherman Street and May Street, west of Rand Road and also to include 
grandfathering of current students and younger siblings 

• No new transfers at May Street Elementary School, Westside Elementary School, Mid 
Valley Elementary School and Hood River Middle School 

• Open transfers be allowed to Cascade Locks School, Parkdale Elementary School and 
Wy’east Middle School 

 
REGULAR MEETING RECESSED AT 8:54 P.M. 
 
REGULAR MEETING RECONVENED AT 9:03 P.M. 
 
BUDGET PLANNING: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck presented the following 2013-2014 Budget Update information to 
the Hood River County School District Board of Directors: 
 

2013-2014 BUDGET UPDATE 
 

Expanded Cabinet Members 
 

Charlie Beck – Superintendent 
Nick Hogan – Finance Director 

Kevin Noreen – Human Resources Director 
Penny Grotting – Curriculum Director 

Anne Carloss – Student Services Director 
Rich Polkinghorn – High School Representative 

Catherine Dalbey – Middle School Representative 
Dennis McCauley – Elementary School Representative 
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2013-2014 Recommended 
Budget Reductions 
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BUDGET UPDATE: 
 
Defer budget update to next meeting. 
 
FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE: 
 
Superintendent Charlie Beck presented a draft of Policy #1241 Finance Committee to the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors.  This is presented as information only and will 
come back to the Board as a first reading on May 8, 2013. 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Ex-Office Director Rob Brostoff:  No comment at this time. 
 
Director Liz Whitmore:  “I just want to thank Kevin Noreen for starting a new recognition 
procedure with our retirements where the principals come up and talk about the retiree.  I think it 
is lovely and a very nice way to honor our retiring employees”. 
 
Director Jeff Kopecky:  No comment at this time. 
 
Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr: No comment at this time. 
 
Director Bob Danko:  No comment at this time. 
 
Director James Sims:  No comment at this time.   
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  No comment at this time. 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING RECESSED AT 9:29 P.M. 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  CALLED TO ORDER AT 9:40 P.M. 
 
Topics: 
 

• ORS 192.660 (2) (a) Consider Public Employment 
• ORS 192.660 (2) (d) Labor Negotiations 
• ORS 192-660 (2) (f) Consultation with Legal Counsel 

 
 
Present: 
 
Board of Directors: Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr, Director 
James Sims, Director Bob Danko, Director Jeff Kopecky, Director Liz Whitmore and Ex-Officio 
Director Rob Brostoff.  
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Administration:  Superintendent Charlie Beck, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Human Resources 
Director Kevin Noreen, Attorney Jeff Baker, May Street Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard 
and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNED AT 10:20 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
 
 
 
       
 Date 
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