
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
October 23, 2013 – District Office 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  
Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  
Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER AT 6:31 P.M. 
 
Board Chair Liz Whitmore welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors meeting. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members:  Board Chair Liz Whitmore, Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Board 
Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Vice Chair Mark Johnson, Board Member David Russo, Board 
Member Julia Garcia Ramirez, and Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent: Board Member Bob Danko.  
  
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Chief Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan, 
Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen, Chief Academic Officer Erin Lolich and Technology 
Director Tod Hilstad. 
 
Absent:  Special Education Director Anne Carloss. 
 
Principals and Vice Principals: Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley,  
Westside Elementary School Principal Bill Newton, Hood River Valley High School Principal 
Rich Polkinghorn, May Street Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard, Hood River Middle 
School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg, Wy’east Middle School Vice Principal Patricia Cooper, and 
Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey. 
 
Staff and Community Members: Gary Peterson, Darla Kroll, Christina McGee, Jane Osborne, 
Mikka Irusta, Nancy Merz, Amy Hicks, Kelvin Calkins, Nan Noteboom, Becky Franks, Mike 
Schrankel, Megan Spears, Max Spears, Masen Spears, James Hall, Chris Ray, Nicole Faaborg,  
and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz.  
 
REVIEW/REVISION OF AGENDA: 
 

• Addition of Item VII-C Response to SB 529: Withdrawal from CGESD 
 
SUPERINTENDENTS AND BOARD COMMUNICATION: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman provided the following information to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
 

• Superintendent Goldman presented information on the State of Oregon Data Project.  
This is a cohort of schools involved in PLC work.  Staff and administration will be going to 
trainings on October 24th and 25th in Portland.  Due to the great coaches in the district, 
Hood River County School District will receive this training free of charge.   
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• Information was shared on the Regional Achievement Collaborative.  The State has 
identified several of these collaboratives and our district is one of the 11.  We are part of 
a region of these collaboratives called the Regional Center for Innovation.  These 
collaboratives are part of the Governor’s overall strategy in education reform - his goals 
of 40/40/20 where 100% of our students graduate by the year 2025; with 40% achieving 
a certificate towards a certificate program or AA degree and another 40% go to a four 
year school towards a Bachelor’s degree.  As part of this, the state is rushing out what 
they call Strategic Initiatives with dollars going through the house bills and ODE and 
OEIB.  There was a meeting this past Tuesday in The Dalles.  Board member Mark 
Johnson made some really nice introductory comments to a pretty full room.  Nancy 
Golden was there.  There was lots of cameras and coverage of the meeting.  It is a major 
strategy to have these collaboratives to work together locally to achieve this. It’s not just a 
top down initiative where the state tells the districts exactly what they want done, but they 
give districts strategic dollars to choose the ones they want to tackle with the goal of “we 
know how to serve our community best here”.  Between Hood River, The Dalles, and the 
community college we are working together on a small demonstration project in 
developing an engineering unit or several units that will be focused at Wy’east Middle 
School.  Our district will use money from the State to release teachers from Hood River 
Middle, the high school, the community college and OSU Extension Office along with the 
same kind of group from The Dalles, to form a collaborative unit that would be vertically 
aligned in terms of math achievement.  This is a really good example of groups coming 
together and doing something that is really great.   

 
• Listening Sessions have been held around the County and are going very well and 

attended by Board members also.  Community members are meeting with the 
Superintendent to give feedback on hopes for the district.  The administration will use this 
feedback, as well as future feedback from staff, student outcome data and best-practice 
research to prepare goals for the district.   

 
RECOGNITION AND GOOD NEWS: 
 
Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen presented Chris Reitz and Christina McGee with    
Gorge Kids Triathlon and read the following statement: 
 
“Tonight we would like to recognize an amazing group of volunteers who have organized and 
created a fantastic wellness event in our community that also raises funds for our elementary 
schools.  The Gorge Kids Triathlon just held its third annual event this fall.  Tonight we have two 
key organizers of the event, Chris Reitz and Christina McGee, along with other members of their 
team in the audience. 
 
The Gorge Kids Triathlon was inspired several years ago when funding was cut for our district 
that impacted Physical Education.  Chris and Christina organized a team of passionate parents 
and community members to put on a Triathlon for kids Kindergarten through 5th grade, and raise 
money to be donated to PTO's of four of our elementaries to be used for Health Wellness and 
PE enrichment.  In their first year, they had 204 participants and this year increased that number 
to 290.  This year's event netted approximately $2,250 per school.  That money is given to the 
PTOs, who then work together with the building principal to either purchase items or fund events 
in the area of wellness and PE.  Here are just a few things that this event has funded: 
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• Mid Valley has used this money to construct an outdoor track. 
• Westside Elementary has funded a PE in residence program. 
• May St. has funded a PE week, where students are given an extra hour of PE with 

opportunities including gymnastics and Zoomba.  They also have purchased PE 
equipment. 

• Parkdale is planning on purchasing PE equipment. 
 
There is great collaboration between the event's committee and the PTOs and volunteers put in 
hundreds of hours to pull this off with nearly 100 volunteers on the actual day of the Triathlon. 
 
On behalf of the Hood River School District, we would like to thank all of the volunteers and 
committee members for supporting our schools and providing a healthy, fun and community 
oriented event that provides funding for PE enrichment and wellness activities in our elementary 
schools”. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
Statements from community members:   
 
Nan Noteboom:  “I come here tonight as a parent. I would like to address the district’s adoption 
of proficiency grading, and emphasis on tests for grades. It is hurting my children and our 
students. It does not prepare them for college, and it does not teach them the work ethic 
required to be successful in a job. Proficiency grading, as we are currently using it, rewards only 
the product, and not the process. 
 
Last year, my three children were in three schools in this district. We have plenty of experience 
with this new system. Before, students would complete assignments, in-class activities, quizzes, 
homework, labs, tests, and a variety of assessments. Typically, students would get points or 
letter grades for these, based on the quality of their work. In proficiency grading, students are 
still expected to do all of those things; they just don’t count toward their grade. My son’s entire 
geometry grade was based solely on five test scores. 
 
As my son’s science teacher said this year, ”This in no way devalues homework.” Wait: the 
homework used to be worth points. Now it is not worth points. It quite literally devalues 
homework. Of course he means that teenagers should grasp the intrinsic value of doing 
homework, even though their teacher will not give them credit for it. We expect teenagers to 
think like that? Few teachers spend much time going over the homework, since A) there’s no 
credit for it, and B), kids don’t do it because there’s no credit for it. In fact, I asked the kids in my 
classes how they felt about proficiency grading; they said they liked it because, quote, “We don’t 
have to do homework anymore.” As a result, students are not ready for the test and frequently 
fail. The solution for this – retesting. We learned in teacher school that when 40% of your class 
fails a test, it’s not them. It’s you. This assessment strategy is the second worst educational 
practice I have witnessed in my 23 years as a teacher, surpassed only by the mother ship that 
spawned it: standardized, high stakes, one-size fits-all testing.  
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Proficiency grading teaches kids that the product matters, but the process really does not. We 
know this is not true in college In what job is the process unimportant? Teaching? Medicine? 
Construction? I tried to think of a profession where only the product matters, and I came up with 
two: rock star, and drug dealer. Not exactly the dream I have for my kids. Our kids need to learn 
that the process is important – it must be part of what we teach. And for them to value the 
process, they should get credit for it.  
 
Guys, I’ve taught here for 17 years, and honestly, our district is better than this. Proficiency 
grading is not good for kids. Please reconsider this “reform”, or at least stop pretending we’re 
doing it for their own good. These kids are smart. They’re going to find out very soon that we 
were wrong”. 
 
Ms. Noteboom thanked Superintendent Dan Goldman for his presence in the community and 
schools.  She noted she sees him in the buildings, at sporting events and in the classrooms, 
adding this was an added bonus to our district. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. October 9, 2013 Meeting Minutes:  No noted changes or corrections.  
 
It was moved by Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Board Member Julia 
Garcia Ramirez to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2013 Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors meeting as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr asked to have questions answered on the Personnel 
Report so this report will be moved to the “Action Items” portion of the agenda. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS:   
 

A. District and School Report Cards:  Interim Chief Academic Officer Erin Lolich presented 
the Hood River County School District Board of Directors with information on the 2012-
2013 Oregon Report cards.  The Oregon Department of Education produces yearly report 
cards for schools and districts.  These reports, called for by the 1999 state legislature, 
provide educators with an opportunity to communicate directly with parents and 
community members about how local schools are performing.  In accordance with 
Oregon’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver, a Report Card Redesign Steering Committee was 
convened, representing a diverse group of Oregon stakeholders.  This committee first 
met in October 2012, and presented its final recommendations to the ODE in April 2013.  
This committee engaged parents, community members, business partners, students and 
educators in the redesign in order to build a better and more meaningful report card. A 
full copy of her report is filed in the official minutes’ book. 

 
B. Finance Update:  Chief Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan provided the Hood River 

County School District Board of Directors with information on the district financial 
statement as of September 30, 2013.  She noted the Summary of Revenue and 
Expenditures, is organized by fund and function with budget variances for the current 
year and two prior years; and includes beginning and ending fund balances.  
 



October 23, 2013 
 

 
 

5 

Expenditures are totaled by function to correspond with the legal budget appropriations. 
The Summary of Revenue and Expenditures statement and format was reviewed by the 
Finance Advisory Committee at their October 16 meeting. The statement includes a new 
first page to provide a high level look at the General Fund resources and expenditures. 
Expenditures are summarized by function and also summarized by object classification. 

 
The financial statement reflects the financial position of the district as of September 30, 
2013 pending the closing of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013. Outstanding financial 
transactions for fiscal year 2012-13 include contract and grant revenue accruals, 
accounts payable invoices, inter-fund transfers and other closing entries, therefore, 
beginning fund balances are preliminary. The Student Body Fund activity for the prior 
year has been recorded and is shown in the statement. Closing entries will be completed 
in October as part of the annual audit. 

 
The Grant Funds 220-299 and Capital Construction Funds 400-403 are grouped and 
summarized for this report. All other funds are shown separately. 

 
Information to consider in reviewing the year-to-date September report: 

 
• The most significant General Fund revenue received to date is the State school fund 

revenue. Local property taxes will be received beginning in November.  
• The General Fund beginning fund balance is currently $2,185,407 and may decline as 

additional 12-13 closing entries are made. 
• Verification of the budget for payroll and benefits is in process and is expected to 

result in General Fund budget adjustments. 
• The year-to-date encumbrance totals for salaries and benefits as of September 30 will 

change in October as the account distribution corrections are recorded. 
• A transfer of $139,743 to the Bus Reserve Fund was completed in September which 

was $8,257 less than budgeted and will cover the actual cost of planned purchases 
paid in October. 

 
The second audit fieldwork is scheduled for November 13-15. The firm, Pauly Rogers 
and Co. will be at the District office on those dates. An audit checklist has been received 
and the Business Services staff is working to accomplish those tasks in preparation of the 
annual audit. A full copy of her report has been filed in the official minutes’ book. 

 
C. 1st Reading of Section “C” Policies:  Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen 

presented the first reading of Section “C” policies – General Administration, to the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors.  The Policy Review Committee has 
reviewed each policy and any edits recommended by the Oregon School Boards 
Association. These policies address the area of general administration of the district and 
replace many of the policies in the current policy section numbered 2000.  A full copy of 
the policies and recommendations are filed in the official minutes’ book.  
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ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. Acceptance of Donations: 
 

Board Chair Liz Whitmore asked the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors to approve the following donation on behalf of administrators and schools: 

 
• $300 worth of paint sticks from Home Depot to Cascade Locks Elementary School 

• Total Donation Value $300.00 

It was moved by Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Board Vice Chair 
Mark Johnson to approve the donations as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
  

B. 2013-2016 Dual Language/Two-Way Bilingual Grant: Interim Chief Academic Officer and 
Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley presented the Hood River 
County School District Board of Directors with information on this Dual Language grant.  
The State Board of Education approve a rule establishing a Dual-Language/Two-Way 
Bilingual Grant program as one of the methods towards closing the racial achievement 
gap associated with House Bill 3233. The grant is intended for schools to design, 
implement and/or improve dual language/two-way bilingual programs.  This program will 
assist students in becoming academically proficient in two languages by providing 
research based instruction that closes the academic gap in English and continue to 
develop a first language.  Subject to available funding, the grants will be award for three 
years in three phases.  A full copy of this report has been filed in the official minutes’ 
book.  
 
It was moved by Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Board Member 
Jan Veldhuisen Virk to approve the 2013-2016 Dual Language/Two-Way Bilingual Grant 
as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.  
 

C. Response to SB 529: Withdrawal from Columbia Gorge ESD:  Superintendent Dan 
Goldman and Columbia Gorge ESD Superintendent Gary Peterson presented the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors with two new laws – SB 529 and HB 3401 
that provide increased flexibility to local districts affecting the percentage of ESD funding 
that the local districts might choose to receive in lieu of services.  It is the current 
recommendation of the Hood River County School District Administration to notify 
Columbia Gorge Education Service District that the Hood River County School District 
intends to withdraw from the ESD under SB 529 and investigate the most efficient and 
effective service delivery models with a final decision before March 1, 2014.  A full copy 
of this report is filed in the official minutes’ book.  
 
It was moved by Board Member David Russo and seconded by Board Member Julia 
Garcia Ramirez to notify Columbia Gorge Education Service District that the Hood River 
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County School District intends to withdraw from the ESD in the 2014-2015 school-year 
under SB 529 provisions.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA/ACTION ITEM: 

B. Human Resources Report/Personnel Action: 
• Approve the retirement request of Nancy Merz as teacher at Mid Valley Elementary 

School effective October 31, 2013 and request to complete school year through June 13, 
2014; 

• Approve the retirement request of JoAnn Frazier as teacher at Mid Valley Elementary 
School effective November 30, 2013 and request to complete school year through June 
13, 2014; 

• Approve the retirement request of Debbie Dobbs as teacher at Wy’east Middle School 
effective November 30, 2013 and request to complete school year through June 13, 
2014; 

• Approve the retirement request from Gayle Hirata as Bus Driver with Transportation 
effective November 30, 2013. 
 

Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen and Technology Director Tod Hilstad provided 
clarification and the status of the posting of the Network Coordinator as requested by Board 
Member Kateri Osborne Lohr. 
 
Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley, Wy’east Middle School Principal 
Catherine Dalbey and Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk thanked the retiring teachers for their 
many years of service to the district.  
 
It was moved by Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Board Member Jan 
Veldhuisen Virk to approve the Consent Agenda/Personnel Report as presented. Motion 
approved unanimously. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez tearfully thanked retiring Mid Valley Elementary School 
teacher Nancy Merz for her amazing work for the district, stating she was going to really miss 
her. 
 
Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr reminded the Board that she felt it was very important to 
recognize retiring employees for their many years of service to the district. 
 
Vice Chair Mark Johnson:  Commented on the Regional Collaborative meeting in The Dalles 
yesterday stating he felt it was a great meeting.   He noted several key members at the meeting 
and noted a tremendous turnout for education for kids.  He noted our region is on the radar as 
doing some great things that can benefit all of Oregon.  He also noted that when Nancy Golden 
comes in the room and seeks out Dan Goldman and Erin Lolich because she appreciates both 
of them and probably wishes she had both of them on her team.  It is great testimony to the 
really great personnel we have here in our district.   
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Board Chair Liz Whitmore:   Stated she really appreciated the Listening Sessions noting it was a 
great opportunity to talk to community members to share visions and challenges while 
communicating factual information of the district.   
 
Board Member David Russo: Stated he really appreciated hearing about Gorge Kids Triathlon 
which supports health and wellness in schools. He feels a new tradition has been started in the 
Gorge and offered his support. 
 
Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk: No comment at this time. 
 
Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff:  Thanked Dan Goldman, Erin Lolich and Tod Hilstad for 
sharing his time in Cascade Locks with staff and community members.  The new health clinic 
opened today in Cascade Locks.  He commented on the Hood River County Sheriff in past 
years coming to Cascade Locks and performing crosswalk patrols along with speed checks.  He 
stated he has not seen this for two years and wonders if the district can work on making this 
happen again. 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:20 P.M. 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
 
       
 Date 
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