
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
December 11, 2013 – Hood River Middle School 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  
Hood River County School District Board of Directors.   

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  
Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION CALLED TO ORDER AT 5:33 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members:  Board Chair Liz Whitmore, Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Board 
Member Bob Danko, Board Member David Russo, and Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent: Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Vice Chair Mark Johnson, and Board Member 
Julia Garcia Ramirez. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Chief Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan, 
Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen, and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz. 
 
TOPIC:   
 

• ORS 192.660 (2) (d) Negotiations  
• ORS 192.660 (2) (h) Legal 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNED AT 6:34 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER AT 6:37 P.M. 
 
Board Chair Liz Whitmore welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors meeting. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members:  Board Chair Liz Whitmore, Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Board 
Member Bob Danko, Board Member David Russo, and Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent: Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Vice Chair Mark Johnson, and Board Member 
Julia Garcia Ramirez. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Chief Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan, 
Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen, Chief Academic Officer Erin Lolich, Special 
Education Director Anne Carloss, Community Education Director John Rust, Transportation 
Manager Cindy Sim, Hood River Valley High School Principal Rich Polkinghorn, Hood River 
Middle School Principal Brent Emmons, Hood River Middle School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg, 
Technology Director Tod Hilstad, Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey, Hood 
River Valley High School Vice Principal Columba Jones, Hood River Valley High School Vice 
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Principal Kyle Rosselle, Westside Elementary School Principal Bill Newton, May Street 
Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard, and Wy’east Middle School Vice Principal Patricia 
Cooper.  
 
Staff and Community Members: Noelle Newton, Cindy Beth, Ismael Quintanilla, DeeDee 
Hennessey, Kelvin Calkins, Jane Osborne, Vickie Schmidt, Mikka Irusta, Deb Hanna, Tom 
Scully, and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz.  
 
REVIEW/REVISION OF AGENDA: 
 

• It was noted by Superintendent Dan Goldman that the minutes of November 13, 2013 
were to be pulled from the Consent Agenda and moved to Action Items for further 
discussion. 

 
SUPERINTENDENTS AND BOARD COMMUNICATION: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman provided the following information to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
 

Superintendent Goldman reported spending time this week in elementary classrooms 
with principals as they are work with the new evaluation system.  After spending far too 
much time in Salem over the last two weeks and worrying about the weather, it was great 
to focus on teaching and learning.  There are always going to be pressures to focus on 
things that don’t directly impact what happens in classrooms and sometimes that’s just 
the nature of what we have to do.  But these last few days in classrooms serve as a good 
reminder about why we exist as an organization – we are here to help kids learn and 
grow, and to equip them with the knowledge and skills necessary for their future 
independence and well-being.  
 

• This week Superintendent Goldman will begin talking to school staffs at staff meetings 
about our collective work in developing a shared vision for the future – to get feedback 
around questions like: Why do we exist?  What’s our vision for the future? What are some 
of our collective commitments?  All this feedback, the community feedback we’ve been 
collecting since the summer, and resulting recommendations will be brought before the 
Board a number of times for your consideration and for you to ultimately set the course 
for the future of the district.  This will be important and exciting work for the Board and for 
our school district to engage in together. 

 
• Superintendent Goldman thanked Sally Anderson, Shayla Moline, Catherine Dalbey, 

Mara Lina, Erin Lolich, Janice Weber and Jane Osborne for participating on a recent 
Statewide Professional Learning Team.  Teachers attended two-day training in Salem 
focused on connecting the Common Core State Standards and new licensed and 
administrative evaluations to the work of PLCs. Every district in Oregon was invited to 
send a team and we will be receiving dollars to support professional development for 
teachers and administrators.  The amount is still unclear, but there may be as much as 
$40,000 for this schools year. 
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• Administration attended a COSA conference focused on crisis response and community-
wide prevention.  Here in HRCSD, we meet every month with law enforcement, the 
juvenile department and other community agencies with a focus on our emergency 
systems. Many of the recommendations from the conference trainers have been enacted 
here at home:  

o we use the same emergency response language across the county 
o we perform emergency drills regularly and regularly include law enforcement in our 

practices 
o we meet across agencies 
o we have dedicated communication equipment and procedures in place.     

 
There are two areas where the district will be working to beef up our practices: 

o Kevin Noreen is working on reunification after an emergency with agency partners 
o Anne Carloss is leading an effort to refine and improve the district School-wide 

Positive Behavior Support program. 
 

• Superintendent Goldman attended a session on a proposal from ODE to change the way 
the state will calculate poverty rates, which will affect our funding from the state school 
formula. If this change is adopted at the state level, Hood River is slated to lose over 
$200,000 in annual state school funding.  Michael Elliott from ODE has been asked to 
come to an upcoming board meeting to discuss this change so we can all understand it 
better.  If this procedure is adopted, it will obviously impact budget discussions for next 
year and beyond.  

 
• In other budget news, it appears the district will be getting less from the state this year 

than expected.  The primary issue is that enrollment statewide is up, which means 
everyone gets a little less per student in state school funding.  To compound this issue, 
enrollment in Hood River County is flat.  Superintendent Goldman will communicate with 
the Board about this as the district receives more clarity from the state. These two issues 
are good examples of why having adequate contingencies in an adopted budget is so 
important. There are many factors involved in knowing our exact financial position that 
are completely out of our control and not having adequate resources to deal with issues 
such as these could have an immediate impact on the level of programming we can offer 
kids.   
 

• We received “unofficial” notice that we have been awarded just under $438,000 in one-
time funds to bring high school CTE tools into the 21st century.  CTE teachers provide a 
truly amazing program for kids – many schools across the state have significantly 
reduced, or totally eliminated their CTE programs.  This award will provide a much 
needed infusion of new technology, supplies and materials into programs at HRV. 
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• Congratulated Paul Lindberg on another successful application and thanked industry 
partners associated with the Gorge Technology Alliance who worked with school staff on 
the grant. 
 

• An RFP was released by the state related to STEM that the community college has 
asked for the district to partner on, along with North Wasco, OSU and industry partners. 
 

• Congratulations to teacher Mark Steighner and his choir students for and awesome 
showing at the HRVHS Winter Choir Concert - the rendition of Exultate Justi was truly 
fantastic.   

 
 
RECOGNITION AND GOOD NEWS: 
 
Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen read the following statement to the Hood River 
County School District Board of Directors: 
 
MAY STREET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO PRESENTATION: 
 
“Tonight we would like to recognize the May Street Parent Teacher Organization for their 
generous donation of $16,740 to purchase 60 mini iPads for the students of May Street 
Elementary.  Noelle Newton, current President of the May Street Elementary PTO is here 
tonight along with members of her board- DeeDee Hennessy. 
 
The May Street PTO engages in several fundraising efforts throughout the year and this is one 
of the largest lump sum donations made by this PTO to May Street.  Technology is increasingly 
being used in the classroom and teachers throughout the school will have the ability to use 
these devices in the classroom to enhance instruction.  The PTO provides a tremendous 
amount of support to the school by doing service projects, organizing school volunteers, helping 
with events like Music week, Art week and PE camp.  All of our schools have great parents who 
volunteer their time to support our schools and tonight we would like to publicly thank the May 
Street Elementary PTO for their efforts and generosity to the staff and students of May Street 
Elementary. Officers from the PTO are: Noelle Newton – President, Susan Witt- VP, Jennifer 
Williams- Secretary, DeeDee Hennessey, and Kim Maddy- Treasurers”. 
 
 
 
WY’EAST MIDDLE SCHOOL OREGON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION PRESENTATION: 
 
“Wy'east Middle School was recently awarded a K-12 Student Success: Out-of-School 
Programs grant by the Oregon Community Foundation in the amount of $104,490 to expand 
their current after school programs to help decrease the achievement gap between rural, low 
income minority students and their peers.  The grant proposal "STEM to STEAM", plans to 
double the students served by after school programs to provide academic support.  The STEM 
to STEAM approach uses the arts and music as vehicles to reduce the achievement gap for 
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Spanish-speaking students and low-income students.  Wy’east Middle School will partner with 
Columbia Gorge Arts in Education (Arts in Ed) to provide after-school art and music residencies 
that will reinforce the academic lessons taught during the school day.  Teachers will work with 
the staff and artists of Arts in Education to design the residencies so they address the 
appropriate academic content needed by the students, thus providing a seamless connection 
between in-class curricula and after-school content.  The artists will then develop 
projects/lessons that enable students to explore that academic content through different art 
projects.  Parent nights will also be held in conjunction with each residency to further connect 
with the families of these students and provide an opportunity to create some art themselves.  
This program will also provide for 3 one-week residencies during the summer. 
 
Tonight, North Cheatham a volunteer member of the Oregon Community Foundation’s 
Metropolitan Portland Leadership Council is here tonight to represent OCF and present the K-12 
Student Success: Out-of-School Programs grant to Catherine Dalbey and Wy'east Middle 
School” 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
None noted.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Topic moved to action items. 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS:   
 

A. Hood River Middle School PLC’s:  Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons 
and  Vice Principal Gus Hedberg provided the following information on the school 
Professional Learning Communities: 

 
o Board Goals to Student Achievement.  The role of PLC’s in student learning 
o Presented information on Hood River Middle School 2012-2013 report card 
o Presented information on subgroup data 
o Four Critical Questions of a PLC were discussed 
o Information was presented on the school master schedule 
o Dedicated to preparing all students for high school graduation with the confidence 

and courage to learn, serve, and pursue their dreams. 
 

B. Literacy Adoption: Interim Chief Academic Officer Erin Lolich and District Literacy Coach 
Vickie Schmidt presented a video with information as follows on an Elementary Literacy 
Adoption: 
 

• The district’s last reading adoption was 13 years ago.   
• Much has changed in Hood River and around the globe in the past 13 years. 
• Diversity and learning has altered considerably.  
• The district supports the needs of students and teachers through a common current 

reading curriculum. 
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• A video was shown where educational expect Mike Schmoker talked about the need for 
“guaranteed and viable curriculum”.  

• The district curriculum is currently outdated. 
• Beginning January 2014, the district will conduct a literacy adoption with a committee of 

teachers representing each school and grade level. 
• The purpose of the presentation was to share the rationale and the process for a literacy 

adoption. 
 

C. Secondary Enrollment Report: Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen presented the 
Board with the following information on secondary enrollment for October 2013. 

 
• A new report has been created to now show secondary level class sizes. 
• Principals Catherine Dalbey, Brent Emmons and Rich Polkinghorn were present to 

answer questions. 
• Report was based on mid-October class size data. 
• Intent of report was to better understand how resources are allocated in the district. 
• In the past, the Board has asked to have more information about staffing levels in the 

schools. 
• Differences were shown between two middles schools. 
• Discussion and clarification on Quarterly Enrichment, Teacher Prep, ELL and SpEd 

driving the schedule. 
 

D. 1st Reading of “K” and “L” Policies: Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen 
presented the first reading of the policies regarding District – Community Relations.  A full 
copy of the policies and noted recommendation by administration is filed in the official 
minutes book. 
 
Noted Comments/Changes: 
 

• KBA-AR:  Establish charge at $.25 
• KBCA-AR:  Delete “Local Committee Members in #8 
• KC:  #4 added the word “of” prior to curriculum and added “and finances” after 

  the word “services” 
• KG:  Deleted the words “or the school Board” in paragraph 3.  Deleted entire     

  paragraph #6 
• KGB:  #9 changed “a” to “an” before the work alleged 
• KGC-GBK-JFCG: Deleted proposed language re: prohibiting smoking within 100 feet of   

  school property 
• KH:  In #1 deleted “preserved” and replaced with “encouraged” 
• KJ:  Board would like to revisit discussion regarding #4 
• KL-AR:  School Complaint Procedure #2, verified complainant is spelled correctly,   

#3 added the word “possible” after the work “next” and changed the word 
“their” to “its”. Under District Complaint Procedure, changed language to 
mirror changes made in previous section.  Deleted distribution directions at 
bottom of form. 
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• LBE-AR: Board requested administration provide comparison between old AR and  
  new proposed AR 

 

E. 2nd Reading of “F” Policies: Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen presented the 
second reading of the “F” policies.  Changes noted from the first reading were noted: 

 
• FA:  Replaced word “reasonable” with “positive 
• FC:  A question was asked whether this is the only section pertaining to 

bonding.  If it is, it was stated that the language might be too limiting 
so as to not include for technology. 

• FC:  Board chose to adopt policy as is 
• FF:  Inserted the word “community” after the word “three” in the second to 

  last paragraph and struck the words “from the Parent Teacher                 
  Organization or Site Council”. 

 
F. 2nd Reading of BBFA and BBFB Policies: Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen 

presented the second reading of the BBFA and BBFB policies to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors.  There have been no changes from the first reading 
other than to clarify a question on why the word “candidate” is included in the policy.  
Legislature has added the word “candidate” to this policy. 

 
 

G. OSBA Convention:  
 
Topic deferred until January 8, 2014 Board meeting. 

 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Minutes of November 13, 2013 pulled from Consent Agenda and added to Action Items: 
 
Human Resources/Personnel Action: 
 

• It was noted Board members would like to correct the minutes of November 13, 2013 to 
state that the motion to approve the Human Resources/Personnel Action portion of the 
minutes was not approved unanimously with the following noted changes: 
 

• Remove the words “Motion was approved unanimously”. 
 

• Add the wording: “Motion was approved by a five to two vote with Board 
members in favor: Mark Johnson, David Russo, Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Bob 
Danko, and Liz Whitmore. Board members opposed Kateri Osborne Lohr 
and Julia Garcia Ramirez 
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OSBA Board Elections: 
 

• It was noted by Board Member Bob Danko that the minutes of November 13, 2013 stated 
he had abstained from voting on this topic and he would like it noted that he did not 
abstain from voting.   

 
It was moved by Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Board Member David 
Russo to approve the minutes of November 13, 2013 with the above two noted changes.  
Motion approved unanimously. 

o Note:  Later review of the audio of the November 13, 2013 meeting revealed no 
board member abstentions. 

 
 

A. Acceptance of Donations: 
 

Board Chair Liz Whitmore asked the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors to approve the following donation on behalf of administrators and schools: 
 

• 824.82 worth of school supplies from Dave and Kelly Dittmar to Parkdale Elementary 
School 

• $1,500 from the Cody Family Fund to the Hood River County School District 
• $500 from the Ruth Jackson Cody Fund to the Hood River County School District 
• $940 from Debbie Mayer to the Hood River County School District 

 
• TOTAL DONATION VALUE $3,764.82 

It was moved by Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Board Member        
Bob Danko to approve the donations as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 

B. Human Resources Report/Personnel Action: 

It was moved by Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Board Member   
David Russo to approve the Personnel Report as presented. Motion approved 
unanimously. A full copy of the personnel report is filed in the official minutes book 
and on the district website. 

 
C. Adoption of “C” Policies: Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen presented the final 

reading of the “C” policies regarding General Administration to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors.  Prior noted changes in the first two readings and a 
detailed matrix of the changes are filed in the official minutes book and on the district 
website: 
 

It was moved by Board Member Bob Danko and seconded by Board Member Jan 
Veldhuisen Virk to adopt the “C” policies as presented with noted changes.  A full copy of the 
final policies are in the official minutes book and on the district website. 
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D. Resolution #13-14/05 Approval of Bus Lease Purchase: Chief Financial Officer Saundra 
Buchanan and Transportation Manager Cindy Sim presented this resolution to the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors.  The district administration recommends 
an immediate bus purchase to replace Bus 27, a 1991 Thomas school bus that is near 
the end of its functional life and is currently in need of substantial repair.  The Bus 
Reserve Fund was budgeted for one school bus replacement in 2013-2014, which has 
been purchased.  Rather than spend limited funds on substantial repairs to a bus near 
the end of its functional life, a strategy was identified to seek a lease purchase 
arrangement to allow the District to take immediate delivery with minimal upfront lease 
financing costs and complete the sale in the 2014-2015 fiscal year.   

 
To expedite the purchase due to the urgent need to get a bus back in service, the 
administration sought three competitive quotes for the anticipated school bus purchase 
rather than enter into a formal bid process to replace the bus.  The Board, acting as the 
District’s Local Contract Review Board, may declare an emergency, declare findings and 
approve this purchase by suspending its procurement rules which require a formal bid 
process for purchases exceeding $75,000. 
 
To obtain competitive quotes, three school bus sales representatives in Oregon were 
contacted.  Western Bus Sales, Schetky NW and Brattain International.  Western Bus 
Sales quoted $127,376 for a conventional 77 passenger bus but could not deliver until 
March or April 2014.  Brattain International provided a quote for $126,995 for a stock bus 
but there are not stock units available.  Schetky NW has a 2014 stock 78 passenger bus 
available for delivery within two weeks for a quoted amount of $124,259.58.  The 
administration recommends purchasing the 2014 stock 78 passenger bus from Schetky 
NW with a lease purchase financing arrangement. 
 
It was moved by Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Board Member 
Bob Danko to approve the resolution for the procurement of a school bus lease purchase 
as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
This resolution was adopted by the following roll call vote in order of voting: 
 
Board Member Bob Danko   Yes 
Board Member David Russo  Yes 
Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk Yes 
Board Chair Liz Whitmore   Yes 
Board Vice Chair Mark Johnson  Absent 
Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr Absent 
Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez Absent 

 
 A copy of the full resolution is filed in the official minutes book. 
 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff stated there was an article in the Oregonian a couple 
weeks ago about David Douglas School District and Alice Ott Middle School.  He stated that he 
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went to school at Alice Ott which was then called Gilbert Grade School.  He called the current 
principal and talked to them about their great achievements and was astounded to find out how 
closely matched Alice Ott and Hood River Middle School were.  He congratulated Principal 
Brent Emmons and all the Hood River Middle School staff for their accomplishments. 
 
Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked for Board members to note there was an order form 
on the table tonight for anyone wanting to purchase coffee for the May Street Elementary 
School fundraiser to purchase iPads. 
 
Board Chair Liz Whitmore told of a family Thanksgiving tradition where each family member tells 
what they are thankful for.  Her son this year asked to go first and stated he was thankful to be 
in the 6th grade at Hood River Middle School and stated how committed his teachers were to the 
students. She thanked Hood River Middle School for both her son and daughter’s continued 
success in the school. 
 
Board Member David Russo stated he couldn’t think of a better way to spend his birthday than 
at this Board meeting.  He stated it was inspiring to hear about the May Street Elementary PTO 
and their accomplishments as well as the Wy’east Middle School STEM to STEAM program and 
great news of funding tonight. 
   
Board Member Bob Danko has no comment at this time. 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:35 P.M. 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
 
       
 Date 
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