
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
May 27, 2015 – Cascade Locks Elementary School 

 
The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  

Hood River County School District Board of Directors  
These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  

Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
Board Vice Chair David Russo welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board of Directors 
meeting. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members: Board Vice Chair David Russo, Board Member Mark Johnson, Board Member Julia Garcia 
Ramirez, Board Member Bob Danko, Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Board Member Liz Whitmore, 
and Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent:  Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen, Chief Financial 
Officer Saundra Buchanan, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan, Director of Special 
Education Anne Carloss, Transportation Director Don Benefield, Cascade Locks Principal Kim Vogel, Hood 
River Middle School Vice Principal Ocean Kuykendall, and Technology Director Tod Hilstad. 
 
Staff and Community Members: Paul Koch, Amy Moreland, Tom Cramblett, Brenda Cramblett, Ken 
Wittenberg, JoAnn Wittenberg, Sarah Segal, Kelvin Calkins, Adam Howell, Tom Scully, Joeinne Caldwell, 
Megan Webb, Kari Goben, Jess Groves, Lindsy Weseman, Jessie Fox, and Board Administrative Assistant 
Terri Martz. 
 
 
REVIEW/REVISION OF AGENDA: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman noted a revised agenda and personnel report for the meeting tonight. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENTS AND BOARD COMMUNICATION: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman presented information on the following topics to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
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• US News and World Report has released their ratings of high schools across the country.  HRVHS 
was ranked in the top 15 high schools in Oregon, which is even more impressive due to serving far 
more economically disadvantaged students than any other Oregon high school in the top 15.  He 
thanked all school district educators for their hard work that starts when kids step through our doors 
in kindergarten until they walk across the stage at graduation. 

 
• Superintendent Goldman attended a joint meeting of the Port of Cascade Locks and the City 

Council.  He thanked the elected officials for the invitation to speak with them regarding their wishes 
for an increased focus on a school expansion in Cascade Locks.  
 

• Superintendent Goldman testified in Salem today to implore the House Education Committee to 
fund early literacy programs throughout the state and to increase the state school fund.  He spoke 
about the dire need to invest in education, specifically in student literacy, and the ramifications for 
students that cannot read proficiently by the end of third grade.  The research is clear that students 
who are below proficient readers in 4th grade are four times more likely to drop out of school.   It is 
also known that the employment trajectory for drop-outs is terrible. In 2008 only 45% of school 
drop-outs were employed in the US.  He stated he is very proud of the work happening in our school 
district to ensure every student is on track for 3rd grade reading proficiency.  Between our teachers 
hard work on implementing the new research-based Reading Wonders curriculum and our district 
focus on our Response to Intervention process - we’re on the right track. 

 
• The district is waiting for an updated state school fund estimate from ODE that accounts for the 

increased revenue from the May Revenue Forecast.  The district is estimating an approximate 
$350,000 increase our budget, but has yet to receive official notice from ODE.  After working with 
the administrative team on the most pressing program areas to remediate, we will be making the 
following additions to our program with the hopes of increasing program levels higher before next 
year if the legislature comes through for K-12 Education: 

1. 5 teaching FTE to Cascade Locks to reduce the number of multi-aged classrooms. 
2. Increasing IA time (K-5) for increased reading intervention time for kids. 
3. Increasing IA time (K-8) to implement Positive Behavior Support programming. 

 
This is good news, but it doesn’t come to close to addressing programming needs across the district.  
Superintendent Goldman has asked our community members and our staff to continue to fight for 
state school funding of $7.5 billion for K-12 for the biennium. 

 
• In the Strategic Plan - or “20/20 Vision”, the board adopted a goal to increase access to health and 

mental health services for struggling students and families.  Superintendent Goldman reported that 
we are on target for getting the new school-based health center certified by the state at HRVHS.  In 
order to bring the project in on time and within the grant funds received from the state we’ve had 
amazing donations and discounts on supplies and labor from many community members and 
businesses.  Sometime this week or next, he will be joining senior staff from One Community Health 
and others in painting the interior of the center.  The opening and certification should occur in a few 
weeks. 
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• The district School Health Advisory Council met and a major point of emphasis for the group is our 

school breakfast and lunch menu and nutrition education for our students.  We will be discussing our 
nutrition program with the board at our next meeting on June 9th. 

 
 
RECOGNITION AND GOOD NEWS: 
 
 Hood River Middle School Vice Principal Ocean Kuykendall presented Hood River Middle School 

teacher Sarah Segal Oregon Social Studies Teacher of the Year. The 2015 Oregon History Teacher of 
the Year, given by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, honors and celebrates the 
outstanding work that Sarah does in the classroom. A panel of teachers, administrators, and scholars 
from Oregon selected Sarah for her use of primary documents in the classroom, the level of 
inspiration she provides to her students, and her career achievements in education. 

 
This award was based partially on a recent activity Sarah worked on with students in her Oregon 
History class.  Students learned about local civil rights leader, Minoru Yasui, along with history of 
our local Japanese and Japanese-American citizens and their internment during World War II in their 
Oregon History class.  I had the opportunity to observe one of these lessons and it was an 
exceptional opportunity for students.  

 
 Superintendent Dan Goldman recognized Cascade Locks Principal Kim Vogel who is retiring at the 

end of this school year and thanked her for her years of wonderful service and dedication to children 
of Cascade Locks and across the Hood River County School District. 

 
 Superintendent Goldman introduced Amy Moreland as the new principal of Cascade Locks 

Elementary School.  Ms. Moreland, upon approval by the Board tonight, will be at Cascade Locks as 
a .6 fte Principal and a .4 reading teacher.  All welcomed her to the district. 

 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
Lindsey Weseman: “I am the physical education teacher at the high school.  I live in Parkdale.  I have lived in 
the Hood River Valley for only four years, but have fallen in love with the beauty that surrounds us, the 
community, and all of the awesome activities that are available.  I am really happy and fortunate to be a staff 
member for the district and that my one year old daughter will get to go through the school system.  I am 
proud that this community is extremely active and they realize that good health is important, and I hope that 
through school, students will also get to see that importance.  I know that my PE colleagues have been here 
before talking about why physical education is so important and trying to figure out hose we get students 
more physical education time.  Even though we are grateful and happy that PE programs were not cut this 
year, we know that through House Bill 3141 that all students starting in 2017-2017 will be required to get 
150 minutes of PE a week.  Not health and PE, just PE.  Looking at our numbers, elementary student are 
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getting 31-35 minutes a week.  They get to see their PE teacher once every six days.  The high school 
students are only required to take one credit.  That means that students could take PE their freshman year 
and not take any other PE classes for the rest of their high school career.  We know that kids who get physical 
fitness learn better, do better behaviorally and have higher self-esteem.  As a PE staff we want what is best for 
kids. At a budget meeting a fellow colleague talked about the Oregon PEEK grant.  The PEEK grant needs to 
be applied for by the district. The grant provides FTE up to $50,000 for a physical education teacher.  Has 
there been any discussion about going after that grant?  What is our plan to fill this mandate?  Besides the 
PEEK grant there is a PEP grant that is federally funded, and serves the same purpose as the PEEK grant.  
We are super appreciative of what the school board does and we want to work together with you to solve a 
problem that is facing our youth.  Even though the budget is tight right now, there are ways to provide more 
instruction for students in physical education.  Let’s work together to show our kids that physical education 
is important and that it can help them in all aspects of their life.  Thank you for your time”. 
 
Tom Cramblett: “I am the Mayor of Cascade Locks and have lived in Cascade Locks my entire life.  All I am 
asking of the Board tonight, and I have talked to the superintendent, is that we are not done with financial 
issues with the county and the state.  It continues to be tough everywhere.  What I would ask of the Board as 
we are working through this is I would like to see a school still here in Cascade Locks.  Hood River County 
over the years has put money in here.  They have worked on all the rooms.  As I understand, we are one of 
the best connected as far as fiber optics.  We are a pretty good technology school.  What I would like you to 
consider is one of the things I understand is you get the money for the kids, as we bring people in and the tax 
base goes up makes no difference, it’s the kids.  What I look at as a potential is bringing students down to 
here and figuring out how this school could have the numbers.  It used to hold over 200 students and what 
that does is gives you a rural amount for a student.  Our students have gone to Hood River and we have lost 
the rural status so we lose that money.  If they come back down here, you gain the rural money.  What I am 
asking as a potential is that you look at this money with Cascade Locks having the potential of bringing 
money to you by putting students in here.  This is our kids.  In talking to parents, they believe they are 
getting a really good education in Hood River.  Cascade Locks battled to have it down here but it was very 
apparent that financially you couldn’t do it.  You still have financial riches coming your way and all I am 
asking is that you look at the potential of that.  What I would like you to be able to do is maybe, teachers 
here are super creative and if you look at the potential of Cascade Locks, what can we do there, what can we 
get set up there, I am not asking for necessarily a K-12 school, our community is a much stronger 
community with kids in it – whether it is the kids that live here or the kids that come from somewhere else.  
It may not look like a K-12, it may look different but if very creative about how you can bring students down 
here to this facility, you would get that extra money and come up with a great style of education.  I think that 
help the community and help all.  I am just asking that you consider this”. 
 
Jesse Groves: “I want to first thank the Board members for coming here and allowing us to speak for our 
community.  I am president of the Port Commission so I always get to follow the Mayor.  He always steals 
what I am going to say.  I do want to thank Superintendent Goldman for coming down.  I asked for him to 
come down to speak to the electives.  He almost made it unscathed until he brought up at one point that 
Hood River wouldn’t want to bus anyone down here.  That almost got him in trouble.  Other than that, I 
thought he was very forthright and upfront about the situation and the budget and we also talked to 
Representative Johnson numerous times about our situation here and enrollment issues.  I just want to say I 
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went to high school here.  My wife went to high school here.  My kids did and my grandkids are.  We are 
very passionate about our school and what happens here.  Because the Port is so involved in economic 
development, it’s a key element of keeping a good work force here and with the school.  The last thing I 
asked Dan was to just consider as Cascade Locks moves forward, and we are, we have some things going on.  
I know Mark is very aware of most of it.  We are moving ahead.  Besides the Nestle Corporation we have 
other things.  As we start getting more jobs available here, obviously that is going to bring more students.  So 
I asked Dan the question, what would we have to have to do to get more students in order to open the school 
back up.  This has been a long discussion.  I don’t know how long you have been on the school board, but 
Mark has for a while.  What would be the golden number to open back up the school?  Because we are rural, 
I think you agree, we get like time and a half on pay for the students in the rural setting.  As we move along 
and this conversation could happen down the road, I would personally like to be involved in that 
conversation with you to see if we could get something going on down here.  One of the things I think that 
probably would be something as discussed in the meeting with the superintendent is some sort of a magnet 
type classroom environment.  I am not an educator, so I don’t know exactly what that would mean, but I 
know you are working on something like that in Hood River and maybe kids could come down here to do 
something specific here.  You are paying to keep the school open and heated, the lights on.  It is here.  It is in 
good shape from what I can see.  That is my plea is to just work with us as we move down the road and 
hopefully we will settle this budget issue someday down the road”. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. May 13, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes 
B. May 6th & 13th, 2015 Budget Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
It was moved by Board Member Bob Danko and seconded by Board Member Liz Whitmore to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.  A full copy of the 
minutes are filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website.   

 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS:   
 

A. Collaboration Grant: 
 
Adam Howell, Collaboration Grant Manager provided a Collaboration Grant update to the 
Hood River County School District Board of Directors with an overview of the successes during 
the 2014-15 school year. Additionally, a preview of the work that will continue over the summer 
and focus areas for the 2015-16 school year will be given. 

 
Evaluation | Professional Learning | Career Pathways | Compensation 
Successes this year 
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• Hood River Academy 
○ 120 teachers took advantage of opportunities 
○ Classes, peer observations, time 
○ "I just wanted to say how extremely valuable our PDO planning time was on Tuesday 
afternoon...Teachers have been asking for time like this ever since I began teaching in this district. I 
am so thankful that we have this opportunity and am hopeful that we can continue to have 
experiences like this." -- Joelena Rockett, Westside Elementary 
○ "I just wanted to thank you for all your hard work promoting the HRA and classes for teachers 
by teachers. I got so many good and applicable ideas last night from Shelley and Peggy. I used some 
ideas today in Literacy and Art classes. We need more of this teaching/sharing!" --Jennifer 
Wilson, Hood River Middle School 

●  Teacher leadership with building liaisons 
●  Evaluation Professional Growth 

○ Danielson Framework for Teaching 
○ Professional Growth Coach Teacher Leader 
○ ALL administrators receiving rigorous IRR training 
 

●  Instructional Rounds at Westside Elementary 
What’s next? 

●  Summer learning through the Hood River Academy 
○ Common Formative Assessment 
○ Professional Growth Coach 
○ Danielson Framework 
○ Hood River Academy Institute 

■  Partnerships with Arts in Education, PBIS, Rosetta Stone 
● Compensation Action Plan | Hybrid Teacher Roles | Impacts on Student 
Learning | Sustainability | Shared Decision Making 
 
 

      Discussion: 
 

Q:  Where are we currently at in the grant process? A:  The grant ends June 30th but there has 
been an extension until September 30th for funds that are specific to professional learning.  
On May 15th a supplemental budget was submitted to ODE that was approved for the 
summer activities. Superintendent Goldman thanked Adam Howell for an unbelievable job 
in his grant work.  Adam has chosen to return to the classroom this fall and it will be a hard 
position to fill.  
 
Q: Is there an opportunity for our district to share best practices to collaborate with other 
districts on these grants from start to finish and learn from their experiences?  A:  Yes.  We 
have done that.  We have connected quite a bit with David Douglas School District.    

   
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 



May 27, 2015 
 

 
 

7 

 
 

B. Oregon Kindergarten Assessment: 
 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan presented the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors with information on the Oregon Kindergarten Assessment. 
 
All students, enrolled in kindergarten, are administered the statewide Kindergarten Assessment 
upon entry to kindergarten. The assessment includes measures in the domains of Early Literacy, 
Early Math, and Approaches to Learning (which includes Self-Regulation and Social-Emotional). 
The results from the Oregon Kindergarten Assessment can be a part of proactive conversation 
about how all classrooms at all grade levels, even kindergarten, are contributing to the 
development of college and career ready students. 
This presentation will focus on the results that we got on this year’s Oregon Kindergarten 
Assessment.  The levels of academic and behavioral skills that our students begin their career in 
the Hood River County School District with will be discussed. 
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Q: Could you differentiate how the domain of interpersonal skills separates from the domain of 
self-regulation? A: The domain of interpersonal skills is based on a behavior rating scale where the 
teacher sits in a classroom and fills out a behavior rating scale – an abbreviated one from what a 
school psychologist would give to determine positive interactions.  Do students offer sharing, do 
they speak when spoken to?  These are directly observed behaviors by a teacher.  It is objective 
because the kindergarten teacher is doing the rating.  It is not a standardized grading event.  Self-
regulation is just from their interactions.  Can they do what they are asked to do? 
Q: When these students are asked or given directions, are they given in both English and 
Spanish? A:  They are given a home language survey when they enter school and given the 
directions in their home language per the survey. They are not given both languages, just their 
preferred.   
 
In looking at the math, Mr. Brostoff commented that Cascade Locks does particularly well in 
math and thanks should be given to Kim Vogel as she worked very hard to achieve this.  It is also 
noticed that Cascade Locks is down towards the bottom in most everything else.  It is hoped that 
there will be some district help for the students in Cascade Locks like Westside is currently 
receiving.  
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Q: Are the letter names also done in Spanish and English?  A: Again, it is based on the home 
language survey.  They would be given either the Spanish or the English version based on that 
survey.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Q: Do you know the districts that are in the top 25%? A:  That data is available. 
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Discussion: 
 
In looking at this data, there is excitement about the quality of the work that our district does.  
We start way behind and we end up ahead.  This is a really good credit to our employees and the 
district.   
 
Q:  Is there going to be any work done to qualify what pre-school experience a kindergartner may 
have had?  A: That will be part of the discussion with the pre-schools in our area.   
 
Q:  Do we track where these students come from?  A:  We would have an idea and there is some 
state level tracking.  We do not currently ask that question.  The Early Learning Hub may have 
that data.  It is all self-reported.  There is no mechanism in Oregon to have a coordinated system.   
 
Q: How is being a part of the early learning hub helping efforts?  A:  It is relatively new.  We 
haven’t made a huge amount of growth due to it being new.  There are challenges with being in a 
five county hub.  There are really good conversations going on for improvement.   
 
Q:  Do we know if private kindergartens have to do this type of testing?  A:  This happens at our 
school level not at preschools.  They are not required to do this type of testing. We do the testing 
in the first week of kindergarten.  
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 
 

C. Review of proposed 2015/2016 Start/Stop Times: 
 
Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen and Director of Transportation Don Benefield 
presented the Hood River County School District Board of Directors with information regarding 
a potential change to the school start and stop times for all secondary schools for the 2015-16 
school year, which would move the start and stop times up by twenty (20) minutes. In April, the 



May 27, 2015 
 

 
 

14 

administration provided an update regarding the new school start and stop times that were 
implemented this year. The administration shared feedback and data it received regarding the 
adjustments that students, parents and staff have made with regards to the new schedule. One of 
the effects of the new start times that was shared was student athletes, primarily at the high school 
level, were missing more instructional time due to the new later end time. Additionally, the 
transportation department reported that its staff hours increased due to several factors, including 
the gap between start and stop times between the primary and secondary levels. 
 
Don Benefield, Director of Transportation, reviewed and audited the route times for all regular 
bus routes and determined that with some slight adjustments to route times, the district could 
start all of the secondary schools 20 minutes earlier and potentially reduce the amount of total 
time between primary and secondary routes by almost 12 hours in total, per day. The table below 
shows what a change to the secondary start and stop times for all schools would mean: 

  
Schools Current Start 

Time 
Proposed Start 

Time 
Current End 

Time 
Proposed End 

Time 
 
Elementary 7:40 a.m. No change 2:10 p.m. No change 
 
Middle Schools 8:45 a.m. 8:25 a.m. 3:45 p.m. 3:25 p.m. 
 
High School 8:40 a.m. 8:20 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 3:10 p.m. 

 
 
The administration is presenting this information for the Board to review and in a separate 
action, the administration will recommend that the Board approve moving up the start and stop 
times for all secondary schools by twenty (20) minutes beginning the 2015-16 school year. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Q:  There has been a lot of time put into the changes made this year.  Is this the type of thing 
where you actually had to live it to see how it played out?  A:  Once everything went into action, 
there was the logistics of putting in on paper versus doing it.  That time delay of when they were 
starting elementary schools was too big of a gap for start times.  It ended up being a bigger gap 
than anticipated.  We know that going in with research in having our secondary students start 
later would give them a better opportunity for learning. Now in fine turning with occupancy 
loads, we learned a lot as the year progressed. 
 
Q: What is the longest bus route an elementary student has?  A:  A longest riding Parkdale 
student would be on the bus half-an-hour to 40 minutes.  It was a little longer in the older 
system.   
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Q:  What is the average time that a student athlete would leave for an away game? A:  It differs 
from location to location.  In most instances it will just be the last period of the day. 
 
 A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 
 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

 
A. Acceptance of Donations: 

 
Board Vice Chair David Russo asked the Hood River County School District Board of Directors 
to accept the following donations on behalf of administrators: 
 
$450 worth of books from Debbie Dorich to Westside Elementary School 
$300 from Michele Dearing and Steven Olson to Hood River Middle School 
$500 from William and Jennifer Vaglienti to Hood River Middle School garden program 
$500 from William and Jennifer Vaglienti to Hood River Middle School robotics program 
Three eTrex Garmin GPS and carry cases worth $125 from Kateri Osborne Lohr to Hood River 
Middle School 
$60 worth of time and landscaping from Juvenal Villagomez to Hood River Valley High School 

 Total Donation Value $1,935 

It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Julia Garcia 
Ramirez to approve the generous donations as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 

A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 

B. Human Resources Report/Personnel Action: 
 
Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen presented the following Human Resources 
Report/Personnel Action to the Hood River County School District Board of Directors for 
approval: 
 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Joni Hawthorne as Special Education teacher 1.o 
fte at Mid Valley SLC program to replace Tingstad, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Maureen Wiseman as Child Development 
Specialist .80 fte at May Street Elementary TLC program to replace Jepson, 
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• To approve the recommendation to hire Michael Glane as Chemistry teacher 1.0 fte at 
Hood River Valley High School to replace Ames, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Amy McConnell as Special Education teacher 
1.0 fte at May Street Elementary TLC program to replace Sanchez, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Taffy Carlisle as ELD Instructional 
Coach/Federal Programs TOSA 1.0 fte in the Curriculum Department to replace Yasui, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Jovita Robledo as Mid Valley Bilingual Pre-
School/Para Professional 4 to 8 hours day at Community Education/Mid Valley School 
to replace Galvez, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Griselda Marquez as Kitchen Helper 2.5 hours 
per day at Hood River Valley High School to replace Millard, 

• To approve the recommendation to hire Amy Moreland as Principal .60 fte/ Reading 
Specialist .40 fte at Cascade Locks Elementary School to replace Vogel, 

• To approve the resignation of Cheriece Millard as Kitchen Helper at Hood River Valley 
High School effective May 18, 2015, 

• To approve the resignation of Micah Francesconi as Guidance Counselor at Hood River 
Middle School effective the end of the 2014/2015 school year, 

• To approve the Leave of Absence request from Mauree Donahue Revier as ELL teacher at 
Mid Valley Elementary School for the 2015/2016 school year. 

 
It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Kateri Osborne 
Lohr to approve the Human Resource/Personnel Action report as presented.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 

 
C. Approve 2015/2016 Board Meeting Schedule: 
 

Superintendent Dan Goldman presented the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors with a proposed 2015/2016 Board of Directors meeting schedule for approval as 
follows: 
 

DATE LOCATION TIME 
July 8, 2015 Parkdale Elementary School 6:30 
August 12, 2015 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
August 26, 2015 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
September 9, 2015 Parkdale Elementary School 6:30 
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September 23, 2015 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
October 14, 2015 Cascade Locks Elementary School 6:30 
October 28, 2015 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
November 10, 2015 Tuesday Pine Grove School 6:30 
December 9, 2015 Hood River Middle School 6:30 
January 13, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
January 27, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
February 10, 2016 Westside Elementary School 6:30 
February 24, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
March 9, 2016 May Street Elementary School 6:30 
April 13, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
April 27, 2016 Wy’east Middle School 6:30 
May 11, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
May 25, 2016 Mid Valley Elementary School 6:30 
June 8, 2016  Hood River Valley High School 6:30 
June 22, 2016 HRCSD District Office 6:30 
 

One Board member expressed and interest to change the start time to 7:00 p.m.  It was decided  
this could be discussed at the July Board work session. 

It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Kateri Osborne 
Lohr to adopt the 2015/2016 Hood River County School District Board of Directors meeting 
schedule as presented and discuss start times at the July Board work session.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 

 
 

D. Approve 2015/2016 New Start/Stop times for Secondary Schools: 
 

Director of Human Resources Kevin Noreen and Director of Transportation Don Benefield 
presented the 2015/2016 New Start/Stop times for secondary schools for approval as follows: 
 
Administration is requesting that the Board take action to change the school start and stop times 
for all secondary schools, by moving the start times up by twenty (20) minutes. Previously, the 
administration presented information regarding the background and reason behind the proposed 
change. 

 The table below shows the proposed new start and stop times for all schools: 
 

Schools Current Start 
Time 

Proposed Start 
Time 

Current End 
Time 

Proposed End 
Time 
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Elementary 7:40 a.m. No change 2:10 p.m. No change 
 
Middle Schools 8:45 a.m. 8:25 a.m. 3:45 p.m. 3:25 p.m. 
 
High School 8:40 a.m. 8:20 a.m. 3:30 p.m. 3:10 p.m. 

 
 

The administration recommends that the Board approve moving up the start and stop times for all 
secondary schools by twenty (20) minutes beginning the 2015-16 school year. If approved, the 
administration would immediately begin communicating this change out to our staff, students, 
parents and community members to ensure they know of the change prior to the end of this current 
school year. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Q: Was the length of the high school day reviewed? A:  If the high school were to have a conversation 
about their schedule and how many periods in a day and how many credits students receive in a 
semester, that would be a time to discuss this.  If you extended the days, you would have more class 
time, a longer lunch or longer pass times. The current block schedule is the preferred schedule by the 
high school staff, so extending the student contact day wouldn’t make sense without a schedule 
overhaul - which we’re not prepared to do for next year. 
 
It was moved by Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Board Member Bob Danko 
to approve the 2015/2016 new start/stop times for secondary schools as presented.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 

A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff thanked Mayor Tom Cramblett, Port Commissioner Chair Jess 
Groves, and Cascade Locks citizens for attending the meeting tonight.  He noted a recent article in the 
Oregonian of how the CIM and CAM have come and gone.  OEIB has come and gone and he doesn’t know 
what the next topic will be.  He feels the State of Oregon seems to waiver and has no fixed course.  He is in 
hopes that we get over this attitude and will eventually  get to a point that we can also fund education fully. 
 
Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez had no comment at this time. 
 
Board Member Mark Johnson echoed Rob Brostoff’s comment on it’s great to be in Cascade Locks and 
thanked Kim Vogel for hosting the meeting in the school.   



May 27, 2015 
 

 
 

19 

 
Board Vice Chair David Russo noted the thought provoking Oregon Kindergarten Assessment presentation 
and is intrigued on how the data continues to evolve over time.  
 
Board Member Liz Whitmore noted it was good to hear the school health advisory committee has 
reconvened.  This was something that was a topic when she first was on the board nine years ago that was in 
the beginning stages and it seems there is enthusiasm to listen to what we are serving kids.   
 
Board Member Bob Danko put in a plug for HRVHS’s Extended Application program next Monday night.  
There is always need for judging and it is an experience and fun to watch the quality presentations. 
 
Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr noted that the HRV Scholarship Night is also tonight and encouraged 
scheduling to be watched closer in the future so events don’t happen on the same night and board members 
as well as administrators don’t have to choose which to attend.  
   
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:20 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
       
 Date 
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