
 
 
 

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
November 12, 2014 – Mid Valley Elementary School 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the  
Hood River County School District Board of Directors  

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval.  
Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
REGULAR MEETING WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER AT 6:34 P.M. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board of Directors 
meeting. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members: Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Board Member Bob Danko, Board Member Mark 
Johnson, Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Board Member Liz Whitmore, and Ex-Officio Board Member 
Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent:  Board Vice Chair David Russo and Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen, Special 
Education Director Anne Carloss, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan, Mid Valley 
Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley, Parkdale Elementary School Gus Hedberg, Hood River 
Valley High School Principal Rich Polkinghorn, Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey, and 
Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons. 
 
Staff and Community Members: Jackie Osborn, Sandi Abramson, Peggy Dills Kelter, Jane Osborne, Kim 
Yasui, John Harvey, Rachel Harvey, Cary Jackson, Joella Dethman, Paul Dethman, Celia Newton, Judi Holt 
Mohar, Jonathan Hale, Stephanie Olson, Luz Oropeza, Sarah Christenson, and Board Administrative 
Assistant Terri Martz.  
 
REVIEW/REVISION OF AGENDA: 
 
No changes were noted to the agenda. 
 
SUPERINTENDENTS AND BOARD COMMUNICATION: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman presented information on the following topics to the Hood River County 
School District Board of Directors: 
 

• Thanked Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley for hosting the Board meeting at 
the school this evening.  Principal McCauley introduced staff members in attendance.  

• Superintendent Goldman acknowledged the decision of the Board at the last meeting to increase 
programming this year by voting to spend down the district’s contingency.  Administration was able 
to recommend this to the Board because of a higher-than-budgeted ending fund balance.  
Administration and staff members worked very hard to reduce spending and monitor each budget line 
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to make sure this happened.  The District is also up 56 students from 2013-14 which is a very healthy 
amount for our district.  This will bring more revenue to the district this year.  With the contingency 
funds the District added 1.5 teachers at the elementary levels to deal with high class sizes.  This 
equates to a total of 3.0 FTE general education teachers added back to the program since August.    
Specifically, there will be two full sections of kindergarten at Parkdale due to high numbers with the 
addition of .5 FTE.  Also, May Street Elementary and Westside Elementary each received .5 FTE to 
lower class sizes in 3rd and 1st grades, respectively – reducing average class sizes in those grade levels 
from approximately 32 students to 24.  We were also able to add hours to bus drivers to deal with 
secondary routes.  The reason for this is students are being dropped off at Wy’east Middle School for a 
transfer, which results in a long time between drop off and when school started requiring supervision.  
Students are now dropped off later so there isn’t a need to supervise so many students for such a long 
period of time.  Lastly, we added back four hours per week of vice principal time at Wy’east Middle 
School.  Vice Principal Patricia Cooper was coordinating the Migrant program as a part of a reduction 
from last year. 

• State-wide funding issues: In advance of the Governor’s budget release, the Governor made a 
presentation to the Oregon Educators Investment Board with his educational priorities.  A package of 
$842 million dollars for educational benefits was presented.  72 percent of this package is money that 
will be prioritized for K-12 education.  The largest priority is $400 million dollars across the state for 
the K-3 reading initiative.  $400 million dollars for our district is about $1.5 million dollars a year. 
This is to fund full day kindergarten and a focus on K-3 reading.  This is helping other districts do 
what our district already does.  We have a strong and improving Response to Intervention system with 
reading specialists in the schools - other districts have gone without this.  It is unclear whether this will 
be an increase of $400 million across the state, or something districts will be required to do within 
traditional formula funding.   Beyond this, there are some controversial things that are attached to his 
plan.  Part of the money is being slated to go directly to community-based organizations, who would 
run afterschool and summer school programs.  Some educators throughout the state don’t want 
money for K-12 to go outside of K-12 education.  There are advantages and disadvantages to working 
with outside agencies.  Superintendent Goldman is happy to see the reading initiative in the 
governor’s plan.  The budget from the governor is set to come out on December 1st.  The current 
number out there is $6.8 billion dollars for K-12.  For a sense of what this means to our district this is 
a 2.2 percent rollup on our current budget. Our district’s rollup is typically over 3 percent per year.  
This could mean more reductions for our district unless something else happens.  There is talk on 
whether the $400 million will be on top of our current $6.8 billion. If that is on top, and we already 
do full day kindergarten, this is a good number for our district.  If the budget is around $7.1 or $7.2, 
our district will celebrate as it will be the first time in a long time that we will not have to make 
reductions.  If it is less than that, our district will again be forced to reduce program for kids to 
balance our budget.   

• May Street Elementary School Principal Kelly Beard and Superintendent Goldman attended a 
meeting with superintendents and other administrators throughout the state.  One of the topics was 
instructional time in Oregon.  The data on Oregon’s minimum instructional time versus other states 
and the national average is shocking.  Simply put, compared to the National average, students in 
Oregon have a year less of education during their grades 1-12 educational career.  Oregon has the least 
amount of instructional time compared to any other state in the Smarter-Balanced consortium. 
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Superintendent Goldman stated this is unacceptable.  He is hoping our state and local educational 
leaders will take on this issue to ensure our kids have adequate instructional time to flourish and 
compete. 

• Last week teachers had a half-day of training on integrating technology into their classroom 
instruction and on the shifts in the Common Core State Standards.  The training was engaging and 
teachers are well on their way to delivering the best of the Common Core.   

• This Saturday is the HRVHS boys soccer team State championships in Hillsboro and Superintendent 
Goldman is hoping board members who can attend do and cheer on the team. 
 

RECOGNITION AND GOOD NEWS: 
 
Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Dennis McCauley presented Mid Valley Elementary parent Luz 
Oropeza with recognition as an involved parent of the district.  Ms. Oropeza is the oldest child of a migrant 
farm working family.  She arrived at Mid Valley from Mexico and attended Hood River Valley schools, 
graduating in 2009.  Ms. Oropeza has attended Columbia Gorge Community College and graduated with her 
Masters in 2014 from Eastern Oregon College.  She has worked with the Hispanic community on drug 
prevention and volunteers for our schools contributing her time and efforts to our community.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
Mid Valley Elementary School teacher Peggy Dills Kelter presented the Hood River County School District 
Board of Directors with a flyer titled “The Simple Joy of Art”.  Prior HRVHS student Kaitlyn Scarborough is 
working with the HRVHS National Honor Society to host a benefit art auction at HRVHS on November 20, 
2014. 
 
Rachel Harvey – parent of Mid Valley Elementary School students read the following statement to the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors: 
 
“My name is Rachel Harvey.  My husband, John, and I have two children in the Hood River County 
School District.  Although we are supporters of the public school system, we feel it has failed us and our 
daughter, Ella.   
 
Ella attended Parkdale Elementary for Kindergarten and first grade.  She entered Kindergarten already 
reading at a 4th-grade level and demonstrating obvious academic giftedness.  Despite agreement by the 
staff and administration that Ella’s needs were not being met, there was little done to challenge her; it was 
our understanding that this was due to lack of resources.  We chose to home-school her for second grade. 
 
Toward the end of second grade, we had Ella tested by the school and met with school and district staff to 
discuss putting her back into a classroom at Parkdale.  The plan to keep her challenged was acceleration 
to the fourth grade.  We felt this plan was less than desirable for social reasons and Ella’s maturity level.  
Based on conversations with principals at both Parkdale and Mid-Valley, we felt the latter had sufficient 
resources to keep Ella challenged and engaged at grade level, and so we applied for a parent-initiated 
intra-district transfer.  This was denied, and although we asked Mr. Goldman to exercise his discretion to 
place Ella at Mid-Valley under the District’s school assignment policy, this, too, was denied.  
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We feel that the parent-initiated transfer policy (JECBB-AR) is too restrictive, particularly when 
compared to the District’s discretionary assignment policy (JECC).  While the latter allows for a student’s 
educational interests to be a factor in school placement, the former does not. 
.   
The only category that arguably fit Ella’s situation under the parent-initiated transfer was 1(c).  That 
section required us to show a “’special hardship or detrimental condition’ affecting Ella which would 
have been alleviated by a transfer.  ‘Special’ means a circumstance or factor not generally applicable to 
other students.  ‘Hardship’ and ‘detrimental condition’ apply to circumstances or factors which will 
directly and significantly impact a major life condition for the student and is not restricted to a safety or 
health condition.”  This is obviously designed to be a very restrictive test, with the bar set very high.  
While we believe that Mr. Goldman could have found a special hardship or detrimental condition in Ella’s 
case, by exercising his discretion, the fact that he did not make that finding is supportable under the policy 
as written. 
 
For this reason, we believe the parent-initiated transfer policy (JECBB-AR) is too restrictive, and failed 
our daughter.  We would like to see the policy amended to allow for consideration to be given to a child’s 
best interests and educational needs – regardless of whether that child happens to be low achieving and in 
need of supplemental services or high achieving and in need of challenges.       
 
In contrast to the restrictive parent-initiated transfer policy, the District’s school placement policy allows 
the Superintendent to exercise considerable discretion in placing students outside of their neighborhood 
schools.  Section 3 provides that “[a] student whose educational interest would be better served in another 
school, as determined by the administration, may be allowed to attend that school.”  Other than the 
undefined “educational interest” criteria, the only other consideration listed is adequate classroom space 
and staff.  Mr. Goldman declined to exercise his discretion to find that Ella’s placement at Mid-Valley 
would serve her educational interest, and given the lack of guidance in the policy as to what a child’s 
“educational interest” encompasses, that decision is also supportable under the policy as written. 
 
For this reason, we believe that the District’s placement policy (JECC) is too broad and ill-defined.  We 
would like to see the policy amended to include some additional guidance.  One way to provide that 
guidance would be to include examples of what might be considered to be in a student’s educational best 
interest.  This might include avoiding an otherwise undesirable grade skip as a way of meeting a child’s 
demonstrated educational needs.  
 
There are some other issues with the policies.  It seems anomalous that the parent-initiated transfer makes 
no mention of the parent’s input as to what might be in their own child’s best interest, yet the District’s 
policy allows administration to determine what is in the child’s best educational interest.  
 
Additionally, it seems there is a need for clarification of the parent-initiated process and interpretation of 
discretion at the school level.  Both principals indicated their willingness to allow the transfer to take 
place, but neither felt they had discretion to approve the application, based on how the policy is written. 
 
Thank you for your consideration”. 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. October 22, 2014 Board Meeting Minutes  
 

It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Bob Danko             
to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.  A full copy of the 
minutes are filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 

 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS:   
 

A. CIP Update: 
 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan, Hood River Valley High School Principal 
Rich Polkinghorn and Parkdale Elementary School Principal Gus Hedberg presented the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors with an update on the CIP plans as follows: 
 
Continual improvement plans (CIPs) are intended to help schools increase academic performance 
by connecting improvement efforts to the district’s strategic plan, identifying instructional 
strengths and weaknesses, selecting new high-leverage educational strategies, setting measurable 
achievement goals, and assessing results.  The development of CIPs is widely supported by 
academic research and is an element of the school reform movement.  
 
CIPs can be viewed as an element of a comprehensive accountability system and are part of an 
accountability pyramid from the classroom level up to the district level. Data is used at each level 
to address individual student needs in classrooms, to address grade and department level goals, to 
select strategies and teaching practices at school buildings, and to assess district-wide performance 
and to allocate time and resources all in an effort to focus human and fiscal assets. 
 
Both principals provided a presentation on their school Continual Improvement Plans. 
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 

 
B. AVID Update: 

 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan and AVID Coordinator and ELD 
Instructional Coach TOSA Kim Yasui presented the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors with an AVID Update as follows: 
 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a program that has been brought into our 
district through a competitive grant from ODE in which we were awarded $146,038 to 
implement at Hood River Middle School, Wy’east Middle School, and Hood River Valley Middle 
School. 



November 12, 2014 
 

 
 

6 

 
AVID brings best practices and proven methodologies to students in middle and high schools. 
AVID’s goal is to prepare all students in a school for college, starting with the core elective class 
and expanding school-wide.  
 
The AVID Elective class targets students in the academic middle, who have the desire to go to 
college and are capable of completing rigorous curriculum using the will to work hard. Typically, 
AVID Elective students will be the first in their families to attend college, and many are from low-
income or families of color. In the AVID Elective, students are routinely required to enroll in their 
school’s toughest courses, such as honors or Advanced Placement®.  
 
School-wide, AVID transforms the leadership, systems, instruction, and culture of a school, 
ensuring college readiness for all students. AVID impacts students throughout the school when 
trained teachers use AVID strategies to influence the academic and behavioral skills of their 
students. 
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 

C. First Reading of  Policy “JFCJ” Weapons in Schools: 
 

Director of Special Education Anne Carloss presented the Hood River County School District 
Board of Directors with the first reading of Policy “JFCJ” Weapons in Schools.   
 
A full copy of this report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 
 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. Acceptance of Donations: 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors to accept the following donations on behalf of administrators: 

• $228 in proceeds from recycling two vehicles from R.S. Davis Recycling, Inc. to Hood 
River Valley High School 

• A 1995 Ford Mustang valued at $500 from Debra King to Hood River Valley High 
School’s E-Car program. 

• $500 from Bill and Pat Pattison to the Hood River Valley High School Hall of Fame. 
• Total Donation Value $1,228 

 
It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Bob Danko to 
approve the generous donations as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.  A full copy of the 
donations is filed in the official minutes book as well as on the district website. 

 

http://www.avid.org/avid-schoolwide.ashx
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B. Human Resources Report/Personnel Action: 
• Approve the recommendation to hire Roger McFarlen as Computer Support Tech, 8 hrs/day in 

the Technology Department to replace Jackson, 
• Approve the recommendation to hire Raizel Liebowitz as Instructional Assistant, 7.5 hours day 

regular and 3.5 hours day temporary at Hood River Valley High School to replace Weseman, 
• Approve the recommendation to hire David Waller as Relief Bus driver, 4 hours day at 

Transportation effective November 1, 2104, 
• Approve the recommendation to hire Nicole Goldman as temporary 6th grade Math teacher, .40 

fte at Wy’east Middle School to replace Lynaugh, 
• Approve the recommendation to hire Sarah Brown as temporary Speech Language Pathologist, .40 

fte, to replace O’Hern for the 2014/2015 school year, 
• Approve the resignation of Christy Hillen as 8th grade teacher at Wy’east Middle School effective 

June 12, 2015, 
• Approve the resignation of Cindy Sim as Transportation Supervisor effective June 15, 2014, 
• Approve the retirement request of Karen Dais as Computer Support Coordinator effective 

December 31, 2014, 
• Approve the retirement request of Sue Young as Media Assistant at Hood River Middle School 

effective December 31, 2014, 
• Approve the request for leave of absence of Erin O’Hern as Speech Language Pathologist, .40 fte 

for the remainder of the 2014/2015 school year. 
 

It was moved by Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr and seconded by Board Member Bob 
Danko to approve the Human Resources/Personnel Report as presented.  Motion approved 
unanimously. A full copy of the Personnel Report is filed in the official minutes book as well as on 
the district website.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr provided the Board with an update on the School Based Health Center 
meetings.  She stated the discussions are moving along as planned.  She has information she will email to 
other board members soon.   
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk invited all to attend the HRVHS boys soccer state championship game this 
coming Saturday stating the boys are so talented and amazing.  She wished them luck and knows they can 
win. She stated Mark Bailey is doing a great job announcing. 
 
Board Member Liz Whitmore had no comment at this time.  
 
Board Member Bob Danko had no comment at this time. 



November 12, 2014 
 

 
 

8 

 
Board Member Mark Johnson commented on Superintendent Goldman’s presentation on the Governor’s 
budget, noting there is great hope in the upcoming budget.   
 
Ex-Officio Board Member Rob Brostoff had no comment at this time.  
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:31 P.M. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER ORS 192.660 (2) (A) EMPLOYMENT CALLED TO ORDER 
AT8:36 P.M. 
 
Board Members: Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Board, Board Member Bob Danko, Board Member Mark 
Johnson, Board Member Kateri Osborne Lohr, Board Member Liz Whitmore, and Ex-Officio Board Member 
Rob Brostoff. 
 
Absent:  Vice Chair David Russo and Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Human Resources Director Kevin Noreen and Board 
Administrative Assistant Terri Martz.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNED AT 9:08 P.M. 
 
   
 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
       
 Date 
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