
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
May 25, 2016 – Hood River Valley High School 

 
The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the Hood River County School District Board of Directors. 

These minutes are for review and are subject to change and/or approval. Once approved, signed and dated, they become official. 
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER AT 6:03 P.M. 
 
Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk welcomed all to the Hood River County School District Board of 
Directors meeting. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members: Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez, Board Member Mark Johnson, Board Member 
Chrissy Reitz, Board Member Tom Scully, and Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk. 
 
Absent: Board Chair David Russo and Board Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr. 
 
Administration:  Superintendent Dan Goldman, Human Resources Director Catherine Dalbey, Chief 
Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan, Special 
Education Director Anne Carloss, Technology Director Tod Hilstad, Transportation Director Don Benefield, 
Community Education Director John Rust, Mid Valley Elementary School Principal Kim Yasui, Wy’east 
Middle School Vice Principal Patricia Cooper, Parkdale Elementary School Principal Gus Hedberg and 
Wy’east Middle School Principal Sarah Braman Smith. 
 
Staff and Community Members: Jane Osborne, Liz Whitmore, Janet Cook Hixon, Angela Klein, DeeDee 
Hennessey, Lori Stirn, Kelvin Calkins, Scott Baker, Debbie McCarthy, Paul Zastrow, Jovita Robledo, 
Rachelle Hasty, Joe Kelly, and Board Administrative Assistant Terri Martz. 
 
 
REVIEW/REVISION TO AGENDA: 
 
A revised Personnel report was noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT - BOARD COMMUNICATION: 
 
Superintendent Dan Goldman presented the following information to the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors: 
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• Supt. Goldman noted congratulations to the HRVHS track team for their team state championship 
and individual awards. Coach Donny Herneisen and his staff should be truly proud of the 
accomplishments of their student-athletes. The girl’s lacrosse team is playing tonight for the “Navy” 
Championship in Wilsonville against Sherwood.  

• May is an incredibly busy and often joyous time for educators and students with many culminating 
events, from field trips, to award ceremonies and competitions. It’s often very difficult to schedule 
important events without conflict. Tonight, in the Bowe Theater, HRV students are being awarded 
scholarships toward continuing their educations in post-secondary colleges and certificate programs. 
Supt. Goldman noted he is always amazed at the generosity of our community members and their 
belief in our students - next year we’ll try to schedule that evening at a time when Board members 
might have an opportunity to attend. 

• Tomorrow evening at 6pm at the Hood River Inn, the Deputy Superintendent for Public Instruction, 
Salam Noor, will be in Hood River for a town hall-style community meeting. During the day Supt. 
Goldman will be showing off a number of our schools, which is exciting for our staff. Dr. Noor is 
interested in engaging people throughout the state in visioning what Oregon schools should and 
could look like as the Oregon establishes rules and procedures connected with the passage of the 
Every Student Succeeds Act, which replaced No Child Left Behind. In short, the new federal law 
returns a great deal of flexibility to states in a number of key areas such as assessment and 
accountability, standards, and teacher preparation and licensing - to name a few.  Dr. Noor will spend 
about an hour and a half with our community members and I urge folks to engage with him 
tomorrow evening - again at 6pm at the Best Western. 

• At the next first Friday in downtown Hood River, the robotics clubs will be taping off a section of Oak 
Street for demonstrations. Also, the Education Foundation will be hosting a fundraiser at the old US 
Bank Building called the Gorge Gulp. All the proceeds support the Foundations scholarship, teacher 
grants, and opportunity campaigns which helps reduce the fees for middle school sports 
participation. Folks may want to check that out. 

• The famous writer and broadcaster Andy Rooney once said, “Most of us end up with no more than 
five or six people who remember us. Teachers have thousands of people who remember them for the 
rest of their lives.” We will be honoring our school district retirees on June 1st at 4:30pm at the Hood 
River History Museum. It would be wonderful to have a strong showing of support as we celebrate 
our educators whom have given so much.  

• Lastly, unfortunately Board Vice Chair Kateri Osborne Lohr was not able to be at the board meeting 
tonight for family reasons. She’s asked that Supt. Goldman announce to the board and the 
community that she will be stepping off the board as of June 30. This was a painstaking decision for 
Kateri as she truly enjoys the work she does on the board in support of our educators and students. 
She wanted me to reiterate that her decision is strictly personal and that she is proud to have served 
the community on the school board for nine years. This leaves a vacancy on our Board starting on 
July 1. A copy of Policy BBE – Vacancies on the Board, which addresses the procedures for filling 
board member vacancies was provided to the board members in attendance. Importantly, we must 
conduct interviews for replacement candidates from Kateri’s zone - which is zone 3 at one of our 
upcoming June board meetings. The interviews and resulting deliberations and voting must occur in 
public session. Supt. Goldman will be working with board leadership on interview questions and 
timing of the interviews.  He ended by saying that I have really enjoyed and respected Kateri’s 
perspectives, her energy, her commitment, and her knowledge. She’s promised to stay connected to 
our schools, which she cares so much about. 

 
 
RECOGNITION AND GOOD NEWS: 
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Human Resources Director Catherine Dalbey recognized members of the Bond Campaign Committee Liz Whitmore, 
DeeDee Hennessey, Janet Cook Hixon, Jan Veldhuisen Virk, and Chrissy Reitz who were in attendance 
tonight along with member Rich Truax who could not make the meeting.  She noted the committee’s 
amazing work and dedication to our community and school district and for an amazing 72% passage in the 
election results.  
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
 
There was no public comment noted. 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. May 11, 2016 Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Human Resources Report/Personnel Action 
 
It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Tom Scully to 
approve the consent agenda as presented consisting of: A) the minutes of the May 11, 2016, and B) 
approve the Human Resources Report/Personnel Action as presented.  Motion approved 
unanimously.  
 

 A full copy of these items may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website.  
 
 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS: 
 
 

A. Community Education Pre-School Report: 
 

Community Education Director John Rust, HRVHS Little Learners Pre-School Director Angela 
Klein, Mid Valley Bilingual Pore-School Director Jovita Robledo and Little Sprouts Pre-School 
Director Rachelle Hasty  
presented the Hood River County School District Board of Directors with a pre-school report: 
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Discussion topics:   
 

§ Student numbers served and costs. 
§ Transportation is currently not provided by the district for pre-school. 
§ Costs associated with pre-school. 
§ Curriculum compared to other pre-schools and developed by Angela Klein. 
§ There is a waiting list wanting to go to CE pre-schools. 
§ CE pre-school currently serves about 30% of county. 
§ Student to teacher ratio is 1 to 10. 
§ Gaps between pre-school and kindergarten are watched closely. 
§ Spanish and English is used as often as possible. 
§ Space is an issue and much needed. 
§ Very clear that students coming out of a formal pre-school setting are doing a lot better. 
§ Creating opportunity for pre-school is a big hurdle. 
§ Working over the next couple years to strengthen partnerships with community. 
§ We need to be very aggressive in regards to alternative sources of funding. 
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 A full copy of this report may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 
 
 

B. Golden Eagle Park Project: 
 

Parks and Recreation Director Lori Stirn and Assistant Director Scott Baker presented the Hood 
River County School District Board of Directors with information on the Golden Eagle Park Project:  
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Discussion topics:   
 

• Local Government Grant funding program is for government entities, parks, etc.  
• MOU would be needed for Parks and Rec to lease space from HRCSD. 
• This would be only for HRVHS baseball field. 
• Project needs will need to be in by deadline of October 30th. 
• Concern that improvements might be made to the baseball fields and not softball. That 

cannot be supported. 
• Maintenance provided by Parks and Rec general fund. 
• There are a lot of moving parts and conflicts that will need to be finalized but this is a great 

concept. 
  

A full copy of this report may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 
 
 
 
 

C. First Reading of Policy IKHA – High School Credit for Middle School Students: 
 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan presented the Hood River County School 
District Board of Directors with the first reading of Policy IKHA – High School Credit for Middle 
School Students. 
This policy will be brought back to the Board for adoption at the June 8, 2016 board meeting.  
 
 
 
Discussion Topics: 
 

o Students will still have to take the core number of required credits at high school required for 
graduation.  

o The goal is to provide more high school level work for middle school students, not to provide 
eligibility to graduate earlier.  

o Our district would like to provide the opportunity for middle school students to do high 
school work at an earlier age if they are ready for it. 

o This promotes creating more advanced opportunities for students, with the goal of creating 
space in students schedules to take even more advanced coursework at the high school. 

o Courses could be provided virtually. 
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o Equal opportunity will be provided to both middle schools. 
  
A full copy of this report may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 

 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. Acceptance of Donations: 
 

Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked the Hood River County School District Board of Directors 
to accept the following donations on behalf of administrators: 
 

• $70 from Beta Sigma Phi and Sharlene Wilkins to Wy’east Middle School’s Outdoor School 
• $3,300 from Arts in Education and Shelley Toon Lindberg to Wy’east Middle School’s Music 

program 
 

• Total Donation Value $3,370.00 

It was moved by Board Member Tom Scully and seconded by Board Member Chrissy Reitz to 
approve the generous donations as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 
A full copy of this action item may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 

 
 
 

B. Approval of Mills Davis Foundation Grant Application: 
 
 Superintendent Dan Goldman presented information on the Mills David Foundation Grant 
application to  the Hood River County School District Board of Directors.  
 
 This application is for up to $50,000 from the Mills Davis Foundation for the purchased of high tech 
 equipment such as 3-D printers, laser cutters, and laptops to support the creation of a mobile STEAM 
lab.   If funded, the district will pursue in-kind donations and other grant funding to round out the 
fabrication  mobile lab.  The mobile lab will be used to bring high quality, engaging, and relevant learning 
opportunities  for students across the district.  In addition, the mobile lab will provide professional learning 
opportunities  for teachers and principals to support project based learning activities in their classrooms and 
schools. 
 

It was moved by Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez and seconded by Board Member Tom Scully to 
approve the Mills Davis Foundation Grant Application as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
A full copy of this action item may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 

 
 

C. Approval of Math Curriculum: 
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 Director of Curriculum and Instruction Neely Kirwan and Math TOSA Jane Osborne presented the 
Hood  River County School District Board of Directors with information on the Math Curriculum for 
adoption. 

 
 

It was moved by Board Member Mark Johnson and seconded by Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez               
to approve the  Math Curriculum as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 
A full copy of this action item may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 

 
D. Approval of Bus Purchase: 

 
 Chief Financial Officer Saundra Buchanan and Transportation Director Don Benefield presented the 
Hood  River County School District Board of Directors with information on the approval of a bus purchase.  
 
 The District sought written quotes for a new school bus purchase, transit type D rear engine bus with 
78  passenger capacity. The quotes are summarized as follows: 

  
 Schetky Northwest Sales, 2017 Thomas bus, $120,945.00 (low bid) 
 Brattain Bus Sales, 2017 IC Corporation bus, $120,950.00 
 Western Bus Sales, Inc., 2017 Blue Bird bus, $126,810.00 
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 This new bus purchase requires significant lead time; therefore, after approved by the Board, an 
order will be  placed immediately for delivery in fiscal year 2016-17. Funding will be from the 2016-17 
proposed budget  of the Bus Replacement Fund. 
 

Discussion about new emissions rules set by the state that will force the district to accelerate bus 
purchasing. This will create increased costs for the district in future years. 

 
 It was moved by Board Member Tom Scully and seconded by Board Member Chrissy Reitz to 
approve the  Bus Purchase as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
 A full copy of this action item may be found at the District Office as well as on the district website. 
 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Board Member Julia Garcia Ramirez stated she was excited to hear the pre-school report as she is passionate 
about pre-school and meeting the needs of our community. 
 
Board Member Chrissy Reitz spoke on the Outdoor School and how the district supports.  Students will 
remember these special programs for life.   
 
Board Member Tom Scully gave a shout out to the athletic department at HRVHS.  Students on these teams 
have a great balance of academics and sports.   
 
Board Member Jan Veldhuisen Virk wanted to note that while unfortunately Board Vice Chair Kateri 
Osborne Lohr is not here tonight, she wanted to note how she so appreciates Kateri being on the Board.  Jan 
has been on the Board a long time, and notes she doesn’t ever remember a member pouring their heart into 
a school board like Kateri has.  Kateri has been on so many committees and has worked tireless.  She has 
gone after everything and has done it all with so much energy and enthusiasm.  Jan also noted she will really 
miss Kateri being on the board and wished her luck also knowing she will still be active in the schools.  Also 
noted was Jan’s time spent this week teaching advanced health classes and is so impressed with students 
wanting to learn and asking such great questions.   
 
Board Member Mark Johnson noted passing a bond and winning two state championships is great.  He 
stated living in such a great district is wonderful. 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:26 P.M. 
 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Board Chair 
 
       
 Date 
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