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    Greetings, Wy’east! 

This winter has certainly been a challenging one when it comes to learning.  The 

numerous inclement weather days have definitely had an impact in our classrooms and in 

our school.  Please note that February 27 and April 10 will now be instructional 

days.  Additionally, February 27 will be our last Monday late start of the school 

year.  Friday, June 16, is currently the last scheduled student instructional day for this 

school year.  I do anticipate we could be looking at some additional changes to recover 

some of the lost instructional time, so please be sure to pay close attention to communi-

cation from the Wy’east and the Hood River County School District.   

We are very excited about how the plans for our new Wy’east STEM/STEAM 

Center are coming along.  We will be updating our display in the lobby soon, so stop by 

and take a look.  You can also visit the district website for more information on the 

HRCSD bond projects.   

We are now into the second half of the school year.  We encourage you to con-

tinue to talk with your child about what he/she is learning in school.  If you are not get-

ting a lot of response, use your child’s daily Wy’east Planner as a conversation starter.   

Let’s make it a great Quarter 3, Wy’east! 

 

Sarah  Braman-Smith 
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Striving for the Summit 

Newsletter Date: 2/17/2017       

Students learned about air 
pressure, Bernoulli's Principle, 
forces in flight, y=mx+b,  and 
the engineering design process 
while tinkering with rubber 
band airplanes.  So far, the 
Wy'east record flight time is 15 
seconds. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

FEBRUARY 

2/20 NO SCHOOL-President’s Day 

2/22 Girls Basketball vs. Estacada 
4:30 

2/22 School Board Meeting, May St 
Elem 6:30 

2/24 2nd Quarter Awards Assembly 
2:30 

2/27 Regular SCHOOL DAY 1hour 
late start 
MARCH 

3/1 Girls Basketball @ The Dalles 
4:30 

3/3 Progress Reports mailed home 

3/6 All Monday start times 8:25 

3/6 Girls Basketball vs. The Dalles 
4:30 

3/8 School Board Meeting, District 
Office 6:30 

3/16 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
4:30-7:00 

3/21 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
4:30-7:00 

3/23 Spring Music Concert 7:00 
PAC 

3/27-3/31 NO SCHOOL-Spring 
Break 

APRIL 
4/3 Track practice begins 

4/10 Regular SCHOOL DAY 

4/12 School Board Meeting, Park-
dale Elem 6:30 

4/13 AVID Parent Meeting 5:30 

4/21 Report Cards mailed home 

4/26 School Board Meeting, District 
Office 6:30 

4/28 STEM Career Day (7th grade) 
MAY 

5/6 ALADDIN 7pm $3 

5/7 ALADDIN 2pm and 7pm $3 

5/8 ALADDIN 2pm and 7pm $3 

5/29 NO SCHOOL Memorial Day 

8
th

 Grade  

The Wy’east December/January learners of the month have been announced.  

·         6th grade – Ximena Santillan and Edgar Lopez 

·         7th grade – Megan Lavery and Joey Frazier  

·         8th grade – Yulisa Castillo and Brian Telles  

        The current student selected Homeroom Challenge learning topic is Social Media.   

 The 2016-17 Yearbook will be a part of Excel as an after school program. 

The class will be meeting on Mondays and there is a professional photographer 

who will be helping with instruction about photography techniques.  The students 

will also be learning how to develop skills with digital design, creative experienc-

es, teamwork, as well as writing and journalism experiences. They are very excit-

ed!  However, we can't do it without your help! We did not have an opportunity 

to be out in the Fall taking photographs of the various sports and clubs. There 

are a few ways that you can help. You can submit photos of your kids in action 

from school events, clubs, sports, and other various school related activities. 

 Below are safe and secure means to submit photographs for Mr. Strobeck 

and the yearbook staff.   We have an iOS and Android Application available called 

ReplayIt. The school is under Wyeast Middle School.   You can also go to https://

images.jostens.com/upload.jsp The Website ID is 407793592. 

Thank you for your help and support. 

Eugene Strobeck 

Learners of the Month 

STEM and Maker Classes with Mr. Getchis  

 

It’s been an incredibly cold and icy January 

and February and in the 8th grade we’ve 

been reading a famous wintry story to 

match the weather. Wy’east 8th graders 

read and analyzed Jack London’s short story 

To Build a Fire. Because the difference between 

a story’s mood and an author’s tone can be 

difficult to grasp, it was fun to read a story that 

offers clear examples of those differ-

ences.  Students also analyzed the point-of-

view, symbolism, themes, and setting in this 

classic short story and even re-wrote portions of 

it in language arts class, changing the point of 

view and tone. It was a “chilly” experience to 

say the least. 

Rebecca Swartzentruber 

https://images.jostens.com/upload.jsp
https://images.jostens.com/upload.jsp


Once again, students at Wy’east will participate in the statewide assess-

ments that students across Oregon take to measure their academic pro-

gress in the core subject areas of English Language Arts, Math, and Sci-

ence. All students will take the Smarter Balance Assessment in the area of 

Math and English Language Arts and eighth graders will take the OAKS in 

the area of Science. In addition to these tests, English Language Learners 
will take a mandatory ELPA test. 

How Can Parents Help their Kids? 

It is critical for our students and schools that families and students take 

these tests seriously and be well prepared. Parents, here are a few tips to 

help your student do their best on these tests. 

 

* Make sure your child is at school on the days they are tested. Students 

who are absent during testing must later be pulled out of class to take the 

test. 

* Make sure your student gets plenty of sleep each night. It can be helpful 

to set a standard bedtime, so kids get a good night's sleep. 

* Talk to your child about the importance of doing his/her best and take 

these tests seriously. 

* A healthy breakfast is critical for good brainpower. Make you’re your 

child eats a good breakfast each morning. 

 

If you would like information about what to do to if you want your child 

to opt out, please stop by the school office. 

Thanks! 

Patricia Ortega Cooper 

541-354-1548  

3000 Wy’east Road 

Hood River, OR  97031 

(541)354-1548 

Email: Patricia Cooper 

Patricia.cooper@hoodriver.k12.or.us 

Excellence. 

Every student. 

Every day. 

WY’EAST MIDDLE SCHOOL 

We’re on the Web! www.hoodriver.k12.or.us 

 

Wy’east Middle School Building/Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 7:45-3:45 
Please plan your morning drop off times accordingly.   

Whenever you are visiting Wy’east, please make the front office your 

first stop and check in with Catalina or Cassandra. 

State Testing Information. New Smarter Balanced Assessment  

Building/Office Hours PE and Health 

With the cold weather upon us please 

remember that you can help your child be 

prepared for class and ready to learn by:  

1. Making sure they bring active clothing 

to school to change into for class. 

2. Make sure they have appropriate foot-

wear (tennis shoes) for class. 

Winter boots are not allowed on the gym 

floors.  Students do have a PE locker that 

they can keep tennis shoes in. 

EXCEL  

Dear Parents, 

Some of you have had questions about 

the ExCel enrollment forms that came 

home recently. Please allow me to share 

some information about this important 

part of our program. Four schools in 

the Hood River County School District 

were fortunate enough to be awarded 

the 21st CCLC grant that pays for our 

program.  There are three elementary 

and one middle school.  As the coordi-

nator at WyEast Middle School, I have 

several obligations to comply with the 

state requirements.  One of which is to 

have students officially enrolled into the 

program by returning our applica-

tion.  Along with the enrollment each 

year we ask for a fee.  This fee helps to 

sustain our program in many different 

aspects. I ask that you please complete 

the form and return it to the office.  If 

you can pay the fee or some of the fee 

that would be helpful to continuing to 

sustain our program.   Our primary goal 

is to bring a wide variety of support and 

opportunities to your child. Please con-

tact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pauline Koll 

541-354-1548 x4832 

TRACK UPDATE 

Online registration is open. Go to www.hrvathletics.com to register.   Practices begin  

April 3, 2017 

http://www.hrvathletics.com

