
 
Dear Parents, 
 
While April has definitely been full of colder, wet weather, these moments of sunshine and warmer 
weather that we are experiencing this week definitely gets us excited for what’s to come. I hope you are 
all enjoying your spring and what it has to offer in this beautiful place we live, the gorge. At Westside, the 
month of May is packed full of activities and field trips for our students, which includes kindergarten 
roundup, spring concerts, Game Night, and the fifth graders preparing for middle school. It is a busy 
month, so please pay close attention to what is being sent home with your child, reminding you of the 
upcoming events taking place at school. 
 
The Family Engineering Night held this past week was our second event in two years at Westside and a 
really special opportunity for our students. I’d like to thank Kathryn Davis, Westside parent and science 
teacher at the high school, for coordinating this event again. I’d like to also recognize the Hood River 
Education Foundation for funding the grant that Kathryn received to purchase the materials needed to 
develop and implement a Family Engineering Night for each of the elementary schools in Hood River. This 
was a great opportunity for our students and families to be exposed to science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) with the hope of building student interest in these subjects.  
 
On May 7th we will be hosting a kindergarten round-up open house, with our doors opening at 5:45 and 
the presentation beginning at 6:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for parents to learn about the upcoming 
school year, receive registration documents, meet our kindergarten teachers and view our kindergarten 
classrooms. Snacks and childcare are provided. Please pass along this information regarding our open 
house to prospective kindergarten parents! 
 
Thank you for all your efforts to support your student(s) here at Westside Elementary. It is greatly 
appreciated! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bill Newton 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
3rd Grade 
In math, third graders are currently working on area and perimeter.  It might be fun to think of ways to 
apply these skills around the house to practice these skills and internalize their practical application.  
 
For a science connection, this is also a great time to make observations of plants and insects.  We are 
beginning to do a study of life cycle observations of both plants and animals.  It’s a great opportunity to 
discuss and ask questions about the similarities and differences between plant and animal life cycles.  We 
will connect these studies to writing reports of both animal and plant life cycles as well as other applicable 
areas of study.  We will also be reading a lot of factual (expository) texts related to these topics. 
 
Some dates to keep in mind coming up also include opportunities to get involved if you are 
interested.  First, Third graders are visiting OMSI in Portland on Tuesday, May 15.  This is an all-day event 
and more information will be forthcoming. May 18 will be the big Wildcat Chase day, which is an important 
fundraiser for the school.  As the weather is nicer, some walks around the neighborhood will help to get 
these youngsters in shape for the big day! Also, May 21-25 third graders get the opportunity to work with 
an artist to do a basket weaving project.  As more details are finalized, opportunities to volunteer will be 
available if you are interested. Finally, our students are lucky to have an author visit on Friday, May 
25.  The author is Graham Salisbury and we are currently reading the book Trouble Magnet, which will be 
followed by Hero of Hawaii and The Zippy Fix.  The author has a website if you care to learn more about 
his work in advance of his visit. 
 
 
 
4th Grade 
4th graders launched their first independent research projects by exploring phenomena in space. 
This project pulled together many reading, writing, and analyzing skills which required lots of 
patience and tenacity.  We are so proud of the enthusiasm and hard work exhibited by our 
students this year!  Ask your student to read their Space Essay. We have wrapped up fractions in 
math and started learning to convert units of measurement. Keep supporting students at home 
to fully master their multiplication facts. Spring is an exciting time for our Science and Social 
Studies learning. Wagon Trains have formed and students assumed identities of Oregon Trail 
Pioneers. We will journey from St. Louis, Missouri to Oregon City while learning about the unique 
hardships of this historic migration. Students get to practice making decision for their families 
and Wagon trains and then reflect upon their fates.  
 
We will soon launch our Science Fair projects, more information about that will arrive at home 
in the weeks ahead! Students will get to participate in many Science experiments in class and 
then create their own experiments to present at an all 4th grade Science Fair.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

WESTSIDE TRACKS 
 
May 1                  PTO Meeting    6:30 PM 
May 2                              Kindergarten field trip to The Oregon Children’s Theatre 
May 3                         Kindergarten and First Grade Spring Music Concert     6:30 PM 
May 4                                 Wildcat Chase Pep Rally     1:40 
May 7                            Incoming Kindergarten parent- students Open House    6:00 PM 
Week of May 7             Kindergarten Round Up begins 
Week of May 7                Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 11                          First Grade to the Oregon Zoo 
May 15                         3rd Grade to OMSI 
May 15                          Fourth and Fifth Grade Spring Music Concert    6:30 PM 
May 17                           2nd Grade to the Discovery Center in The Dalles 
May 17                              Recess Singers to The Dalles 
May 18                            Wildcat Chase 
May 23                       Student led conferences    2:30 – 7:00 PM 
May 24                       All school book giveaway 
May 25                       Author Graham Salisbury visit Grades 2, 3 & 4 
May 28                     No School – Memorial Day observed 
 

 
THANK YOU MT. HOOD MEADOWS!!! 

A huge thank you to Mt. Hood Meadows for providing a free ski day for our fifth grade students this 
spring. This is the fifth year where Mt. Hood Meadows has offered this great day of physical activity for 
all of the students in the Hood River County School District, providing free rentals and lessons, coupled 

with a snowy day this year on the slopes. It’s definitely a highlight for our students! 
 

 
Resource Night for families of children with special needs 

 
In partnership with Hood River County School District, join Providence Swindells Resource Center for an 
evening of information sharing and community building with presentations from local agencies. Topics 
range from Developmental Disability Services, insurance coverage, ABA therapy, mental health first aid 
and more. Child care is available. Pre-registration required. Please call 503-215-2296 to register or visit 
this link (search on Connecting to your Community). Spanish interpretation is available. 
  

Why are girls playing less sports than boys? 

For girls, participating in sports often correlates to higher grade averages, more likeliness to graduate and 
improved leadership potential. Providence Sports Medicine, TrackTown and the Positive Coaching Alliance 
will host a free workshop for3 – 8 grade girls and their parents from 5:30 – 7:30 on Wed., April 25 at the 
Hood River Valley High School. Dinner is provided, along with guest speakers and resources.  Register 
here. » 

 
 



 


