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From the Principal
Dear Parents,
 
The start of school is always a busy time, where we are all working to get back into a routine. The �rst
month of this school year has been a really smooth start to the year and I attribute that to our
students, parents and our staff for their efforts to focus on what’s important, which is creating a safe
and welcoming place for our students and a focus on learning. We have also noticed the difference in
enrollment this school year, with our school having approximately 90 fewer students than last year.
This is due to attrition from a large exiting 5th grade class and to the boundary adjustments that were
put into place this school year. We are de�nitely noticing the impact with smaller class sizes.
 
I want to take a moment to highlight our third through �fth grade student’s achievement this last
spring on the English Language Arts and Math State Assessments. Both the English Language Arts
(ELA) and Math graphs below show gains made over the past three years at each of the three grade
levels. When we focus on the right things, such as improving school attendance, building relationships
with our students and families, all the while improving our instruction and interventions in literacy and
math, we will make a positive impact as indicated in our state assessment data. We are very proud of
our student achievement gains.
 
At our Open House a few weeks back, information was shared in the library about the importance of
students attending school on a more consistent basis at Westside. Over the past �ve years we have
made gains with student attendance, which is due to frequent communication with our families about
the importance of attending school and supporting students when there are struggles. Last year we
had an overall attendance rate of 92.9%. A goal of ours is for all students to attend school at a rate of
95% or better, which means students have eight or fewer absences throughout the school year.
Research indicates that students with poor attendance early on in their educational career are more
likely to fall short of attaining reading pro�ciency by the third grade and are more likely to have poor
attendance in later years, which eventually has an effect on graduation rates at the high school.
Should you need support with your child attending school on a consistent basis, please seek support
from your child’s classroom teacher, our student support specialist, Leah Yost, vice-principal Amy
McConnell, as well as myself.
 
Included in this newsletter are some tips for supporting students at home. I recommend taking a quick
read of the “Helpful Advice to Support Students at Home.” Using these suggestions on a consistent



basis will help establish routines and habits that support student success.
 
Thank you for supporting Westside Elementary!
 
Bill Newton
Principal

HELPFUL ADVICE TO SUPPORT STUDENTS AT HOME!
1) Set a schedule. Have a regular time when your child goes to bed and gets up.
2) Start strong. Make sure your child eats a healthy breakfast before school every morning. Kids who
eat breakfast are more ready to learn.
3) Set a study spot. Make sure your child has a regular place to do homework.
4) Manage time. Help your child break down big assignments into smaller chunks.
5) Create a homework habit. Make sure your child sets aside time for studying every day. There should
always be time set aside for reading even if there isn’t homework that evening.
6) Ask questions. Encourage your child to ask the teacher questions if he/she doesn't know the
answer. Use e-mail to contact the teacher.
7) Pack it in. Each night, make sure your child gets into the habit of packing his/her backpack with
everything he/she'll need for school the next day.
8) Talk it up. Every day, ask your child what he/she is learning in school.

Healthy Snacks



Visitors and Volunteer Badges
If you are visiting your child’s class, coming for lunch, or volunteering time in the classroom, please
make sure you sign-in at the front desk and pick up a badge to wear in a visible location. It is important
that all people in the school are wearing a badge, letting staff know that you have checked-in at the
o�ce.

Serving healthy snacks to children is important to providing good nutrition, supporting lifelong healthy
eating habits, and helping to prevent costly and potentially-disabling diseases, such as heart disease,
cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure, and obesity. Parents, please try to send snacks that are either
fruits, vegetables, or dairy products. A quick search on the internet will provide a variety of ideas for
quick and healthy snacks. Please avoid sending chips and sweets for student snacks.

Label Your Child's Belongings
We ask that parents label inside jackets, backpacks, lunch boxes, sweaters, etc. with your child’s name
in permanent marker. This helps us tremendously and avoids the large number of items left on school
grounds throughout the year. 

Thank You Westside Fire Department!
Thank you Westside Fire Department Volunteers for the terri�c job supporting our school open house
and barbecue. The �re department graciously volunteers their time to barbecue the hamburgers and
hot dogs. Our school is very fortunate to have volunteers supporting our community as they do! 

Free Lego Robotics Coach Info Session for Parents
Are you interested in helping your child strengthen their problem solving and creative thinking skills?
If so, you’re invited to attend a FIRST LEGO League Jr info session on Monday, October 15th from
6pm to 7:30pm at May Street Elementary School in Hood River.
FIRST LEGO League Jr. introduces science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts to
kids ages 6 to 10. Young learners work in teams building models to solve a real-world challenge.
This info session will cover how FLL Jr is run in Oregon, how to facilitate a team meeting, a brief intro
to the supplies, and more. An alternate info session will be offered Tuesday, October 15th from 6pm to
7:30pm at Columbia Gorge Community College, Suite 2.221 in The Dalles.
Visit www.tinyurl.com/y2avnqgp to sign up for one of the FIRST LEGO League Jr Information
Sessions. More info about FLL Jr: www.ortop.org/�ljr/�l-jr-home/.

Student Success Act in Hood River
Thank you, Hood River County! Last year, you demonstrated your support for adequate school
funding, and the Oregon Legislature followed through with a historic investment in schools. Thanks to
the Student Success Act, our school district will have the opportunity to invest in four key areas for
improvement: class size reduction, increased instructional time, student health and safety needs, and
ensuring a well-rounded education. The next step is to meaningfully engage our community to
determine the best investments for students while explicitly focusing on student mental and

http://www.tinyurl.com/y2avnqgp
http://www.ortop.org/flljr/fll-jr-home/


behavioral health, addressing disparities based on race or disability, and improving teaching and
learning conditions.  
 
Join us in developing a plan for our students’ success by completing this survey:
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjmSB3WoUBjmpb2ff5K57bOlSvRxelMd-
eJGzniWO79y883A/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Kindergarten News
The school year is under way and the Kindergarteners are getting their routines down while settling
into their classroom expectations and schedules. We are working on learning our alphabet, using a
pencil and crayons to draw and write things, and working on our numbers and shapes. Kids are
practicing reading books of their choice and are telling stories using the pictures (and sometimes the
words). We are enjoying all the snacks that are coming in on a daily basis and hope that continues
through the year. A few things we can use help at home with are tying shoes, zipping zippers (on
jackets), and writing names. As always, reading to your child nightly is a great way to encourage them
to read, teach them what good reading sounds like and give them a jump start on reading by
themselves. Thanks for all you do parents and keep up the good work! 
 

First Grade News
As we welcome the �rst days of fall, �rst graders are settling into routines and building community in
our classrooms. The year is off to a great start, �rst graders are beginning Unit 1 in both our Wonders
literacy curriculum and I-ready math curriculum. Parents keep an eye out in your child’s homework
folder every week for a literacy overview that includes the theme that we are learning about and the
weekly word list to practice. Please help to support your child’s optimal learning by establishing early
bedtime routines and practicing reading every day. With the change in seasons, comes cooler
temperatures and more rain, be sure to send your child with appropriate layers. Practical life skills to
teach at home to help your �rst grader work towards mastery include tying shoes, buckling, buttoning,
and zipping clothing up independently
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