
Targets:
1.  Identify, categorize and explain the types of conflict present in story.
2.  Identify the point of view of the narrator and characters in the story.
3.  Identify the theme in a story.
4.  Write an IVF summary of a story.
5.  Use evidence from the story to support your answers. 

Comprehension rubric
Part I.  Comprehension

Basic (2-3/5) Proficient (3.5/5) Approaching Mastery (4/5) Mastery (5/5)
The student does not cite 
relevant textual evidence 
to support claims or the 
student draws incorrect 
conclusions about 
elements of a story, such 
as character, setting, or 
conflict. The student may 
be able to identify some 
explicit/literal text 
support, but does not 
move beyond a literal 
understanding of 
story/drama elements.

The student cites one or 
two relevant pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support conclusions drawn 
about elements of a story 
such as character, setting, 
or conflict. The student 
demonstrates the ability 
to make an inference 
(read between the lines), 
but may have overlooked 
evidence from the story 
that strongly supports an 
analysis of the literary 
text. 

The student cites several pieces 
of textual evidence to support 
conclusions drawn about 
elements of a story such as 
character, setting, or conflict. 
The student demonstrates the 
ability to make inferences (read 
between the lines) backed up by 
relevant evidence from the text 
that strongly supports an 
analysis of the literary text.

The student cites several 
pieces of textual evidence to 
support conclusions drawn 
about elements of a story such 
as character, setting, or 
conflict. The student 
demonstrates the ability to 
make inferences backed up by 
relevant evidence from the text 
that strongly supports an 
analysis of the literary text. 
The student cites subtle clues 
and details that demonstrate 
advanced comprehension of the 
literary text.
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Part II.  Conflict
Directions:  Please fill out the conflict matrix below.  Be as detailed and complete as possible. 
Conflict Scoring Rubric

Character Type of Conflict

5

The student demonstrates an 
advanced understanding of 
conflict including implied 
internal and external pressures 
or dilemmas faced by the 
character(s).  To this end, the 
student is able to identify three 
or more conflicts present in the 
story. The student uses 
evidence from the text to 
explain these conflicts.

The student identifies and labels 
more than one conflict. The 
student demonstrates an 
understanding of the different 
types of internal and external 
conflict beyond the obvious 
conflict faced by the main 
character(s). The student uses 
evidence from the text to explain 
these conflicts.

The student correctly 
identifies and labels (man 
vs. man, man vs. self, 
man vs. nature, man vs. 
society) the main conflict 
that propels the story and 
explains the conflict using 
evidence form the text.

The student doesn't 
identify the conflict(s) in a 
story or identifies a minor 
conflict while overlooking 
the main conflict(s).  

1

3

Proficient (3.5/5) Approaching Mastery (4/5) Mastery (5/5)Basic (2-3/5)

4

Explanation & Evidence from story
Conflict Matrix

2



Part III.  Point of View

Point of View Scoring Rubric

Directions:  Please fill out the point of view matrix, Venn diagram perspective, and reflection below.  Be as detailed and 
complete as possible. 

First or Third? Omniscient, Limited 
Omniscient, or Objective

Why did the author choose this point of view? Be sure to use 
evidence from the text to support your conclusion.

Basic (2-3/5) Proficient (3.5/5) Approaching Mastery (4/5) Mastery (5/5)
The student demonstrates an 
understanding of who is 
narrating a literary text and 
understands and explains why 
the author may have chosen to 
write the piece from that point 
of view. The student is able to 
compare and contrast the 
different perspectives of two of 
the characters or narrators 
within a literary text by filling 
out a Venn diagram and 
making a final statement about 
the differences or similarities in 
the characters' experiences.

The student does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of who is 
narrating a literary text or 
incorrectly identifies the 
point of view of a literary 
text.

Point of View Matrix

The student demonstrates 
an understanding of who 
is narrating a literary text 
and correctly identifies the 
point of view of a text, 
speculating as to why the 
author may have chosen 
to write the piece from a 
particular point of view.

The student demonstrates an 
understanding of who is 
narrating a literary text and 
speculates why the author may 
have chosen to write the piece 
from that point of view. The 
student is able to compare and 
contrast the different 
perspectives of two of the 
characters or narrators within a 
literary text by filling out a Venn 
diagram and making a final 
statement about the differences 
or similarities in the characters' 
experiences.



Character 1 _____________ Character 2 _____________
Both 

Characters' Perspectives Venn Diagram

Reflective Paragraph
In the end,



Part IV.  Theme

Theme ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Theme Scoring Rubric

Directions:  Please identify the theme of the story in the space that follows.

The student correctly 
makes a theme statement 
which is supported with 
some textual evidence or 
explanation.  The theme 
statement may be 
somewhat of a cliché or 
demonstrates a basic 
understanding of the 
central message of the 
text.

The student correctly makes a 
theme statement which 
resonates with the literary work, 
citing relevant textual evidence 
to support claims.

Basic (2-3/5) Proficient (3.5/5) Approaching Mastery (4/5) Mastery (5/5)
Student does not identify 
a theme or confuses 
theme with topic in a 
literary text or the student 
may identify a theme that 
is not relevant to  the text 
which is not explained or 
supported.

The student correctly makes a 
theme statement which 
resonates with the literary 
work, citing relevant textual 
evidence to support claims.  
The student demonstrates the 
ability to move beyond the 
obvious and specific connection 
to the text to a general 
statement of truth illustrated 
through the literature.



Part IV.  IVF Summary

IVF Summary Rubric 

Directions:  Please write an IVF summary for the story.  

The student demonstrates 
the ability to write an IVF 
topic sentence followed by 
enough character and plot 
detail to guide the reader. 
Transitions may be weak 
or absent in some places.  
Some plot or character 
detail may be lacking, but 
the reader is left with a 
general understanding of 
the literary text. The 
student may have 
included too much detail 
for the summary.  The 
summary is written in an 
objective voice.

The student demonstrates the 
ability to write an IVF topic 
sentence using a strong verb, 
followed by enough character 
and plot detail to guide the 
reader.  Transitions are used 
effectively and the summary is 
written in an objective voice. At 
times the student may include 
too much detail and there may 
be some awkard sentences, but 
the reader is left with a strong 
understanding of the literary 
text.

The student demonstrates the 
ability to write a concise 
summary in an objective voice, 
using a strong IVF topic 
sentence, followed by relevant 
plot and character details.  
Transitions (not overly 
formulaic) are used effectively 
to guide the reader.  The 
summary does not include 
irrelevant details and leaves 
the reader with a strong 
understanding of the literary 
text.

The student does not 
demonstrate the ability to 
write an IVF topic 
sentence or the summary 
lacks sufficient character 
or plot detail and loses the 
reader.  The summary 
may lack sequence, 
ramble, or lack 
appropriate transitions to 
guide the reader.  The 
reader is left with little 
understanding of the plot 
or character development. 
The text may be too short 
or the summary is not 
written in an objective 
voice.

Basic (2-3/5) Proficient (3.5/5) Approaching Mastery (4/5) Mastery (5/5)



IVF Summary
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