
 1

HOOD RIVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
February 11, 2009  - Wy’east Middle School Cafeteria 

Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m.   
 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the Board.  These minutes are for 
review and are subject to change and/or approval.  Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 
 
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT:   
Board Members:  Mark Johnson, Kateri Osborne Lohr, Jeff Kopecky, Bob Danko, Jan 
Veldhuisen Virk, Mike Oates, and Liz Whitmore.   
 
Administration:  Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Director of 
Human Resources Robert Dais, Director of Instruction Terri Vann, Director of Special 
Education Anne Carloss, Board Secretary Terri Martz, Food Services Director Christi Harris, 
and Transportation Manger Jim Gray.  
 
Principals and Vice Principals:  Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey, Wy’east 
Middle School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg, Cascade Locks Principal Ed Drew, Westside 
Elementary School Principal Dan Patton, Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen 
Neitzel, Hood River Middle School Principal Brent Emmons, and Westside Elementary 
School Vice Principal Todd McCauley.  
 
Staff and Community Members: Tim Pruitt, Gerry Flink, Trudy Klantchnek, Tom Cramblett, 
Dodie Sims, Esther Smith, Sally Pritchett, Bobby Walker, Maria McHale, Greg Peldyak, 
Susan Arechaga, Damien Elderkin, Nicole Couture, Columba Jones,  Eler Cousin, Debbie 
Dorich, Trish Leighton, Barbara Hoikka, Kelvin Calkins, Kari Goben, Travis Gann, Lillian 
Keller, Debi Fischer, Heather Mohr, Chelsea Harbaugh, Ashlea Simons, Mikayla Ryan, 
Jennifer Ryan, Linnea Prowett, Dawn Benson, Jamie Cantwell, Shantel Emerson, Haley 
Ulery, Brenda Bruso, Julie Hendrickson, Chase Lorang, Emily Jenkins, Mike Jenkins, Charlie 
Hendrickson, Kelly Larson, David Hendrickson, Jr., Tanya Muilenburg, Jennifer Cassella, and 
Kevin Benson. 
 
WELCOME: 
Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey welcomed all to the school and presented 
staff in attendance. 
 
Greg Peldyak, Special Education teacher provided a Power Point presentation to the Board 
on the Life Skills Program at Wy’east Middle School. 
 
Susan Arechaga, 6th grade Math, Science and Literacy teacher provided the Board with 
information on copies of letters from Wy’east students which she had recently taken to 
Washington, D.C. for the inauguration of President Obama. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS: 
Bob Walker:  Mr. Walker who is a citizen of Cascade Locks was asked to read a letter from 
the citizens of Cascade Locks.  A copy of that letter is filed in the official minutes book.   
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Debi Fischer:  Background on herself.  Son and daughter went to Cascade Locks school.  
She went to large high school.  Stated doesn’t matter where you are or where you live there 
are opportunities in a small school or large school.  Kids will take advantage of opportunities 
wherever they are.  Cascade Locks is the best place for kids.  Same common interests and 
all know each other. Unique community.  Her kids have had the same opportunities in 
traveling as HRVHS kids.  Husband went to HRVHS and had a good experience.  Our kids 
do great in Cascade Locks.  Hood River spends a lot of money on activities and Cascade 
Locks kids are not without.  They want to concentrate in Cascade Locks on education.  She 
asked the Board to continue looking at education instead of extra curricular education.  They 
get a good quality education in Cascade Locks.  Feels board is presumptuous in knowing 
what is good for Cascade Locks kids.  The attitude of people in Hood River is different than 
Cascade Locks.  People asked her why she was moving to Cascade Locks and was told it 
was a terrible place.  That attitude was shown towards Cascade Locks in the meeting of 
January 28th when Board members told the audience how much better it was in Hood River 
than Cascade Locks.  HRVHS students are not necessarily excited about Cascade Locks 
moving to Hood River.  Asked the Board to think about “what is best for Hood River kids is 
not necessarily best for Cascade Locks students. 
 
Tom Cramblett:  Graduated from Cascade Locks.  Lived in Cascade Locks all his life.  The 
community has been through this topic many times and has always been able to work it out.  
Being hit by the perfect storm is not the Board’s or citizens’ fault.  He feels the Board vote 
was understandable from an economic stand point.  Things are going to change in Cascade 
Locks. People in Cascade Locks are setting emotions aside and trying to figure out how to 
make this move viable for them.  They want to work in  the county and pass  budgets.  Some 
of HRCSD staff got their start at Cascade Locks.  Asked the Board to not create an emotional 
environment.  Residents feel there are other options and would like the vote turned around to 
give them another year to explore options and see growth happen.  The current situation is 
creating frustrations that will last a long time.  Don’t want to see that happen.  Point has been 
made, but need another year to explore.  There is more to this and lots of meetings are 
currently happening in Cascade Locks.  Things are changing.  Asked the Board to sit down 
and talk with community members and to keep the school viable.  Residents are prepared to 
take the time to assist the Board in more exploration.  Need time and need another year.   
 
Mark Johnson:  Stated the Board invested a lot of time before making the decision two weeks 
ago.   
 
Ashlea Simons:  Asked if residents did fundraising, will the school have district support for a 
charter school or other options and also when they find the residents could support the 
school, would the district consider another year? 
 
Mark Johnson:  Both are potential options.  No one knows at this time if either is viable or 
feasible.   
 
Mike Jenkins:  Graduated in 1973.  Family members all graduated there.  Keep us open one 
more year.  Give us a chance.  When the decision was made, one member voted no and one 
member was absent. Does it have to be either of those two to reopen the decision to keep 
the school open? Please give us one more year.    
 
Mark Johnson:  A motion to reconsider a previous action must be made by a Board member 
who voted on the prevailing side. 
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Lillian Keller: Sons graduated from Cascade Locks.  School has always produced good 
students and good people.  As a town meeting the other night, people flew in from as far 
away as California.  People are going to rally around school.  There is a lot of support for 
Cascade Locks.   Residents don’t just leave town, the town is forever in peoples hearts once 
you are a member of the community.  Give us another year because we are working on it.   
Things are not just sitting still. 
 
Travis Gann:  Bad timing because school has been doing so well.  Kids are scoring well on 
SAT’s, going on to college and developing the town. Closing the high school will affect 
students and parents as well as parents work in Portland.  How are we going to get kids back 
and forth?  The school is important to kids. They all know each other.  More than just 
numbers to him. It is community and soul. 
 
Heather Mohr: Home-schooled.  Played in school sports.  Took classes from home and then 
came to Cascade Locks for her senior year.  She feels like kids are just being dropped. 
 
SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT: 
Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady provided the Board with information on the following: 
 

• The district is re-evaluating the need for classified subs at this time.  At the current 
time, the cost to fingerprint and do paper work on subs is expensive and we have an 
over-abundance of subs in some categories.  The district will only be accepting 
applications for subs in the areas of bus drivers, custodians and food service. 

• There is currently a vacancy for a Board member on the District Communications 
Team.  If anyone is interested, please e-mail Mark Johnson. 

• A copy letter of support to the City of Hood River Manager Bob Francis was shared 
with the Board.  This letter supports the construction of a comprehensive pedestrian 
improvement project at the intersections of 13th and May Streets.   

• Pat presented a state of the schools presentation at the Lion’s Club on Tuesday and 
has finished the last of the listening sessions as each school.  She received lots of 
terrific suggestions for money savings.  The lists will be put together and posted on the 
district website for viewing.  She is still looking for ways to be creative in saving money 
and different ways to do things. 

• Pat has also finished handing out the last of the service pin awards and estimates she 
awarded over 1,000 years of service to district staff. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
To approve the minutes of January 28, 2009 as presented; 
 
To approve the recommendation to hire Barbara Alaimo as SpEd Instructional Assistant 3.75 
hours – temporary at Westside Elementary School due to increased need; 
 
To approved the recommendation to hire Patricia Acosta as Instructional Assistant 7 hours – 
temporary at Pine Grove Elementary School to replace Cheri Manzo; 
 
To approve the recommendation to hire Erin McCormick as ELL Instructional Assistant 6 
hours at May Street Elementary School to replace Patricia Romero; 
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To approve the January 31, 2009 financial report as presented by Finance Director Nick 
Hogan; 
 
It was moved by Jan Veldhuisen Virk and seconded by Jeff Kopecky to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS: 
Board Chairman Mark Johnson asked the Board to accept the following donations on behalf 
of administrators: 
 

o $100 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Ulysses and Narda Sherman 
o $250 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Carol Jaxon 
o $50 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Elaine Vincent 
o $50 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Kate and Richard McBride 
o $100 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Kay Ericksen 
o $100 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from business Knot Another Hat 
o $100 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Stu Fisher and Elaine Vincent 
o $100 to the HRMS Greenhouse project from Robert Lapp 
o 26 Big Books valued at $130 donated to Parkdale Elementary from Diane 

Romans 
o $50 worth of Rotary Ski Night tickets each to the Coe Learning Center and 

HRVHS Students from Vic Van Koten, Sandra Evans, Greg Colt, Susan Wolff, 
Pat Evenson-Brady, Terri Vann, and Bruce Burton. 

o 800 pounds of apples to various schools from Jenny Copper 
o $1,000 from Felipe & Karalyn Castenda to Pine Grove Elementary to support 

classrooms 
 
It was moved by Mike Oates and seconded by Liz Whitmore to accept the donations as 
presented. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION #08-09/25 BEYOND THE CLASSROOM GRANT: 
Director of Instruction Terri Vann presented this resolution to the Board.  This resolution 
would allow the Hood River County School District to apply for fund from the American Honda 
Foundation in the amount of $50,768 for teachers of TAG students to expand their learning 
experiences with additional resources such as science equipment, materials, tolls and 
transportation. 
 
It was moved by Mike Oates and seconded by Liz Whitmore to adopt Resolution #08-09/25 
Beyond the Classroom Grant as presented.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
The resolution was adopted by the following roll call vote in order of voting: 
 
 Bob Danko   Yes 
Liz Whitmore   Yes 
Mike Oates   Yes 
Jan Veldhuisen Virk  Yes 
Jeff Kopecky   Yes 
Kateri Osborne Lohr Yes  
Mark Johnson  Yes 
 
A copy of the resolution is filed in the official minutes book. 
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ADOPT 09/10 CALENDAR: 
A draft copy of the 09/10 District calendar was presented to the Board for review and 
feedback.  The main change in the calendar from the 2008-09 on this draft is that school 
would begin the Monday prior to Labor Day.   
  
Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady and Director of Instruction Terri Vann asked the Board to 
postpone the calendar adoption. There are ideas that have been presented for changing the 
way that professional development time is provide that they would like to explore. 
 
The calendar must be adopted to share with teachers not later than April 1, so adoption must 
occur at a March Board meeting.. 
 
ENROLLMENT REPORT FOR JANUARY 31, 2009: 
The district enrollment report for January 31, 2009 was presented for Board review.  Overall, 
the district enrollment increased by 72 students since December 31, 2008 and 50 additional 
are enrolled students than in January 2008. 
 
DOS MUNDOS BOARD MEETINGS: 
Board member Jeff Kopecky provided information to the Board on recent Dos Mundos Board 
meetings. 
 
TRANSITION PLAN FOR CASCADE LOCKS HIGH SCHOOL: 
Hood River Valley High School Principal Karen Neitzel and Cascade Locks School Principal 
Ed Drew presented the following Cascade Locks transition plan to the Board: 
 
Social Transitions: 
A small group of HRVHS leadership students accompanied by Bob Kadell and Chris Daniels 
met with Ed Drew and the Cascade Locks student council on the afternoon of Thursday, 
February 5th.  The HRVHS students invited Cascade Locks students to a list of upcoming 
activities, includes all dances and events, including the Lock-In, Luau, and Mr. HRV.  They 
will also be discussing opportunities to participate in upcoming tryouts in Music and Theatre.  
In addition, the HRVHS students invited CLHS students up for a visit.  The HRV visit/tour 
date and time will be determined by CLHS student council and Mr. Drew. 
 
Athletic Transitions: 
Phil Hukari and Zach Pauls (head coaches for girls and boys baseball at HRV) joined Ed 
Drew at the Pirates Basketball games on  February 7th.  All CLHS students and parents will 
receive a letter from Athletic Director Keith Bassham detailing the spring sports information.  
CLHS students are invited to participate in track, golf, baseball, softball, tennis and lacrosse 
at HRV. 
 
Academic Transitions: 
Tammy Hosaka (HRV Counselor) will meet with Andrea Martin (CL Counselor) on February 
17th to discuss academic needs of CLHS students and plan for forecasting days at CLHS in 
April.  A student/parent information night will be held in April to introduce counselors and 
administration to the CL community and to provide an opportunity to present information 
about the course offerings at HRVHS. 
 
A copy of letters being sent to CLHS students and parents is included in the official minutes 
book. 
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Cascade Locks parent Jennifer Ryan asked to speak and pointed out that she does not 
believe in this transition plan.  Kids should not be talking about this transition this early.  Kids 
can’t concentrate.  Parents need to make the transition for their kids, not the school staff.  
She believes it is too early to begin talking about this.   
 
Mark Johnson and Pat Evenson-Brady assured Ms. Ryan that the transition does need to 
begin now.  Transition from the middle schools to the HRV begin for 8th graders this month 
and plans need to start as early as February each year to make the transition smooth for 
students.  Both Mark and Pat stated they feel it is the district’s responsibility to provide the 
students with a transition plan. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S EVALUATION: 
AASA Stands and Board goals were presented to the Board for help in completing 
Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady’s evaluation.  Board members were asked to rate items 
and make comments and return those to Board Chairman Mark Johnson. 
 
BUDGET UPDATE: 
Finance Director Nick Hogan presented the Board with a Budget Planning and Development 
schedule for 09/10. 
 
REGULAR MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:45 P.M. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER ORS 192.660 (1) (d) NEGOTIATONS AND ORS 192.660 
(1) (e) REAL ESTATE CALLED TO ORDER AT 8:52 P.M. 
 
PRESENT:   
Board Members:  Mark Johnson, Kateri Osborne Lohr, Jeff Kopecky, Bob Danko, Jan 
Veldhuisen Virk, Mike Oates, and Liz Whitmore.   
 
Administration:  Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady, Finance Director Nick Hogan, Director of 
Human Resources Robert Dais, Director of Instruction Terri Vann, Director of Special 
Education Anne Carloss, Cascade Locks School Principal Ed Drew, Wy’east Middle School 
Principal Cather Dalbey, Wy’east Middle School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg, and Board 
Secretary Terri Martz. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ADJOURNED AT 9:40 P.M. 
 
              
 Superintendent     Chairman of the Board 
 
       
 Date 


