
Hood River County Schools District 
 

BOARD WORK SESSION ON FACILITIES 8/15/07 
6:30 p.m. District Office Board Room 

AGENDA 
 

The School Board minutes are not official as they have not been approved by the Board.  These minutes are for 
review and are subject to change and/or approval.  Once approved, signed and dated, they are official. 

 
WORK SESSION CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:34 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Board Members:  Mike Oates, Jan Veldhuisen Virk, Jeff  Kopecky, Bob Danko, Kateri Osborne 
Lohr, Mark Johnson and Liz Whitmore. 
 
Administrators:  Superintendent Pat Evenson-Brady, Assistant Superintendent Connie 
Kennedy, Business Manager Nick Hogan, Board Secretary Terri Martz, Transportation 
Manager Jim Gray, and Director of Instruction Terri Vann. 
 
Principals and Vice Principals: May Street Elementary Principal Susan Henness, Hood River 
Middle School Principal Bob Dais, Wy’east Middle School Vice Principal Gus Hedberg, 
Wy’east Middle School Principal Catherine Dalbey, Mid Valley Elementary School Principal 
Dennis McCauley, Parkdale Elementary School Principal Kim Vogel, Pine Grove Elementary 
School Principal Kelly Beard, Hood River Valley High School Principal Steve Fisk, Westside 
Elementary School Principal Dan Patton and Cascade Locks Principal Ed Drew.  
 
Staff and Community Members: Debbie Dorich, and Scott Rose with DLR Group. 
 
1.  Previous Information:  changes and updates 
 

Community proposal for indoor sports facility at HRVHS: 
 

o Steve Fisk provided information on feasibility issues.  Mike Schend has looked at 
similar Beaverton and Gresham complexes  Steve recommends holding off until the 
other facilities issues are more firm.  He feels HRVHS   needs classroom space first.   

 
2.  New Information:  
 

a. List of requested facilities upgrades and repairs by school  
 

o Nick provided information on updates to the draft needs list prepared by the DLR 
Group. Scott Rose from the DLR Group provided information on what his company 
could do for HRCSD.  Principals will now take the DLR draft and provide their input 
to the Board members. 
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b.  Cost estimates for upgrades  
 

o Nick and Scott discussed the costs listed 
 
c.  Additional data on the use of the Rocky Road/Fairview property 

 
o Nick described information on expanding the Urban Growth Boundary.   

 
d. Conceptual drawings & cost estimates for adding classrooms and infrastructure to add 

space for 150 students at Westside and Mid Valley 
 

o Diagrams were provided for discussion to add six new classrooms to the north/east 
corner of Westside Elementary School and to add to Mid Valley 

 
MEETING RECECESSED AT 8:18 P.M. 
 
MEETING RECONVENED AT 8:25 P.M.  
 
DELIBERATIONS: 
 
Board members provided brief information as to if they were leaning towards building a new 
facility or adding on to each facility.  Some stated they could be swayed to go either way. 
 
Mike Oates: Realistic option would be to build a new facility 
Scott Rose (architect): Would be a proponent of a new facility 
Jeff Kopecky: Asked if plans to build a new facility could easily be added to at a later date. 
Mark Johnson: What would it cost to staff and operate a new school? 
Jan Veldhuisen Virk: Reminded the Board members of earlier discussions to close down 

smaller schools to make a new school more cost effective. 
Jeff Kopecky: Sees Plan A as a new school, Plan B as add on and put sports fields on 

Rocky Road site. 
Bob Danko: Concerned about the idea of a new school at Rocky Road site because of 

numbers in the lower valley being lower than expected.  Growth is happening in upper 
valley so would like to see the Mid Valley growth looked into. 

Pat Evenson-Brady: The population at Mid Valley has not yet reached capacity. 
Jeff Kopecky: Gave information on a group from Bend applying to build 1,100 homes on the 

Westside.  The land has been purchased and they are going ahead with plans. 
Mike Oates:  Reminder that the boundary line between Westside and Mid Valley is 

arbitrary.  
Liz Whitmore: What would happen if DLICS is removed from equation?  Westside and May 

Street currently has 880 students.  Previously noted that the need for a new school 
would be triggered when those numbers hit 950 combined.  She is worried about the 
perception of a new school with the impact of DLICS.  Wants to communicate to voters 
that regardless of DLICS, there is a need for a new school. 
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Jan Veldhuisen Virk: Doesn’t think the Board would ever go out for a bond just for building 
a new school.  The bond would cover needs of all schools.  Feels it is important that 
the needs list be sent back to administrators to see what is really needed. 

Pat Evenson-Brady: Reminded all that the long range facilities plan states we would build a 
3o0 school expandable to 450. 

Scott Rose:  Scott provided information on costs to build a 350 and 450 student school. 
Kateri:  Asked about building a middle school.  Asked why the elementary keeps coming 

up. 
Pat Evenson-Brady: Stated crowding is at elementary level currently. Questioned Scott 

Rose on turning HRMS into an elementary school. 
Scott Rose:  Stated this was doable, but not advisable due to the cost of replicating existing 

middle school amenities such as track and football field, locker rooms which would not 
be needed if the facility were an elementary school. 

Pat Evenson-Brady:  What can we do to solve the perception of DLICS with the community.  
Communicating with voters on long range plans for DLICS. 

Dan Patton:  Feels starting with the voters and asking them what they feel would be 
necessary would be a good start. 

Jan Veldhuisen Virk: Asked what we needed to do to make voters happy so they would 
support passing a bond.  How can we all win? 

Dan Patton:  Asked if a joint work session for both the School Board and Charter Board 
would be in order. 

Mark Johnson:  Suggested one meeting for School Board, one meeting for DLICS Board 
and one joint meeting. 

Pat Evenson-Brady: Would like a chance to ask the Westside staff and DLICS Board what 
we can do to address the issues that have been raised. 

Liz Whitmore:There are 544 students and the DLICS Board can’t come up with any solution 
to remove students from that school.  The reality is there are too many students in that 
school.  There is nothing we can do about it.  Feels the School Board needs to solve 
the problem, not the Charter Board. 

Bob Danko: Does PSU growth anticipate school growing to 575? 
Dan Patton:  That would be a high expectation. 
Terri Vann: Stated it was not anticipated to be high, parents chose to not move their 

students. 
Jeff Kopecky: Stated we should be careful about a joint Board meeting.  Local committees 

feel they have no voice.   
Jan Veldhuisen Virk: Feels these items are two separate issues.  The bigger issue is 

passing a bond.  How are we going to convince voters the bond is not because of the 
charter issue? 

Pat Evenson-Brady:  Feels it is a numbers game   Feels only solutions are to build 
classrooms OR continue to live in portables and add more with added growth. 

Liz Whitmore: Wondered about the district commitment to build a new charter strand at 
each school. 

Mark Johnson:  Is crowding due to growth or due to DLICS?  The longer he looks at it, he 
wonders if we have the revenue to support a new building.  Other schools could use 
upgrades also.  Doesn’t think PSU took into account the cost of living in Hood River.  

 3



 4

Families are buying in the middle valley.  He is leaning towards enlarging Westside 
and Mid Valley. 

Mike Oates:  Says we should wait three weeks to see what the numbers are for this school 
year. 

Pat Evenson-Brady:  Stated we used to be able to forecast Kindergarten with the spring 
round-up.  With full day kindergarten, we are no longer able to forecast as well. 

Jan Veldhuisen Virk:  Mixed feelings.  When she hears the costs of adding on, feels that is 
big.  We can get so many more classrooms for the money in a new school.  
Questioned the PSU study. Obviously need to do something in every school, but 
doesn’t feel there will be any decision tonight.  Definitely need to buy land.   

Mark Johnson: What is recommended land size for 350 school.  Scott Rose provided sizes. 
 
Board Chair Jan Veldhuisen Virk asked each Board member to give a recommendation as 
follows: 
 
Liz Whitmore:  Add on 
Jeff Kopecky:  New School 
Mark Johnson: Add on 
Mike Oates:  New School 
Kateri Osborne Lohr:  New School 
Bob Danko: Add on 
 
Jan suggested we (1)  keep looking at the Fairview property; (2) Put the bond on hold until  we 
can address the charter board; (3) Ask administrators to look through plans and review 
conceptual designs and upgrades; and (4) Ask Nick to proceed with information on building on 
the Fairview property UGB issues along with finding out if we can build fields on Fairview.  
 
INFORMATION FOR NEXT MEETING: 
 

 Enrollment data 
 Gorge commission data 
 Administrator data 

 
NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 AT 6:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD 
ROOM. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:38 P.M. 
 
 
              
 Superintendent     Chairperson of the Board 
       
 Date 


